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Events for your Diary 2006
London Meetings commence at 1.30 pm
Carlisle Meetings commence at 10.00 am
28th Jan.
4th Mar.
25th Mar.
6th May
2nd Sep.
16th Sep.

SACS London meeting
Subject: Hyphenated Pictorials 1½d, 3d, 4d & 6d values
SACS joint meeting with Cinderella P.S. at B.P.T. offices in London. (all day meeting)
SACS Carlisle meeting
Subject: Republic Revenues
SACS London meeting
Subject: Hyphenated Pictorials 1/-, 2/6, 5/- & 10/- values
SACS London meeting
Subject: Union Officials
SACS Carlisle meeting
Subject: First 10 years of the Republic of S.A.
Abel Trophy Competition.

3-5th Nov.

Southern African Societies Convention Falstaff Hotel Leamington Spa

Other Events for 2006
13-14th Jan.
22-26th Feb.
13th May
10th June
25th June
6-9th July
28-29 July
20-24th Sep.
19-21st Oct.

York Stamp and Coin Fair
Spring Stampex, Islington, London.
Worpex in Worcester
Swinpex in Swindon
Midpex
A.B.P.S. Congress, Renfrew
York Stamp & Coin Fair
Stampex, Islington
Autumn Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, Vincent Sq. London.

For further details, please contact the secretary. We have several joint meetings in the year.
Please support these events.

From the Editors Desk
I cannot believe that we are already in the last quarter of the year. Time has gone by so quickly this year. This
issue is a desperate attempt to get the journal out on time as we need to include the Leamington Auction list to
give more members access to the items on auction. This does not mean that you don’t need to come to the Convention! If you can make it, please come. This issue of the journal has a mixture of smaller articles and a bit of
everything. Please keep the items coming to me. Typed and saved on a floppy disc or memory stick. If you do
not have one, let me know and I will send you one to save your article on. This will save me a lot of time putting
the journal together. As most will have gathered by now, I have had a very busy year and to find 30 to 40 hours to
spend on each issue has been difficult.
I have met up with Chris Oliver at Stampex in September and we discussed membership in general. Chris is
doing a good job in recruiting new members and this is vitally important for our society to grow. The average age
of the membership is pretty high and if we do not continually get new members, the Society will eventually cease
to function as members close their albums. I am getting good feedback on the journal and it is being well received. This is the main medium of communication for our membership. It is thus important that we maintain a
good standard of articles and quality. This can only be done if you, the membership keep feeding me articles and
information. The journal is also an excellent forum for uncovering information. The feedback on Fred Clark’s PC
17 is a good example. However, the Society will not survive on the journal alone, but also needs to be active.
Meetings need to be supported and more members need to do displays. See John Shaw’s comments at the end
of his report on the London meeting. The meetings have been very stimulating and some superb material has
been on display. Members are missing out on these displays and the additional interest and information they provide. The Northern group is a good example. Therefore, if you live in the Midlands area, consider supporting a
possible meeting in Leicester. One of our members there is willing to organise something if the interest is there.
The same goes for the meetings planned in Cambridge.
The planning for the Society display in 2010 is making progress. More information will be provided at the AGM in
November. Enjoy this issue.
Eddie Bridges

Jul/Sep 2006

Page 78

The Springbok Vol. 54/3

Virtual Stamps-The Conclusion?
Rudolf Lasar, our contributor and member in Germany has sent me an interesting article written by Franco
Frescura who as you might remember, was the Manager at Philatelic Services some years ago.
An article on these issues was published in The Springbok by the late Franz Heymann (Vol. 52/3, Jul/Sep 2004)
and Rudolf followed up with additional information in Vol 53/1, Jan/Mar 2005 and posed the question whether
these will be listed in Catalogues as the trials went no further.
The article by Franco Frescura makes interesting reading and is reproduced here with grateful acknowledgement
to Franco for permission to print. As I did not have the article in electronic format, it has been scanned and starts
on the next page. Rudolf anticipates that these Virtual stamps will be listed in the Michel Specialised catalogue
on machine vended stamps and Frama’s.
Our thanks to Rudolf for forwarding the information as well as the letter from Franco giving permission to reproduce. Ed.

Philatelic Holdings in the Sandton Library, South Africa
On a brief visit to South Africa (Johannesburg) in June, I decided to pop into the Library in Sandton after reading
that the Philatelic library at the Johannesburg Library had been moved to Sandton. I arrived at the library on a
weekday morning and after enquiring about the Philatelic section, I was given the key to a glass enclosed area
where all the books were held. The South African Philatelist reported that other philatelic holdings were also to be
available at the library. Much was my disappointment to find that the majority of the books from the Johannesburg
Library were still in the boxes that they had been transported in. Some attempt had been made to catalogue the
books already on the shelves, but I could not understand the haphazard cataloguing. I did find a small section on
Airmails, but South African books were scattered over many shelves.
There were some runs of Study Circle newsletters. I found some Rhodesian Study Circle newsletters and oddments of others. I know the Johannesburg Library did have good runs of most Study Circle Bulletins.
The idea is a noble one to get all the Philatelic Societies to support this Library, but until they unpack and organise
the library with a good cataloguing system, I doubt if it will be used much.
When I queried if there was a time table set to finalise everything, I was given an answer that did not bode well.
The person in charge a Margret Hollister, was not available on the day of my visit.
This Library is very conveniently situated in the Sandton City shopping complex and once organised should be a
useful and valuable research facility for the locals. The family can go shopping and the philatelist in the family can
go and sit in the library and do some reading up on his favourite collecting area!
If you are in the Johannesburg area and want to pop in, I would suggest you call Margret Hollister first (881-6417)
to ensure that you will have access to the philatelic library as it is normally kept locked.
Eddie Bridges

Advertisers needed
If you are a dealer, part time dealer or know of a dealer, please look at the opportunities in advertising in
The Springbok.
We have an active membership who are always on the lookout for material to add to their collections.
The rising costs to produce the journal can only be absorbed if we have a few more advertisers.
The alternative is increased membership fees.
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For the Elusive and Unusual in
Southern African Philately
contact

John-Peter Wharton-Hood
Tel: +27 (0)11 478 2457
Fax: +27 (0)11 478 2458
e-mail: johnpwh@iafrica.com
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1 Collins Street
Windsor Glen
Randburg
2194 South Africa
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Membership Matters
By Chris Oliver
We welcome new members:
1112
1113
1114

Robert Johnson
Nicholas Lindström
David Crocker

of Bristol
of London
of Montagu, S.A.

We welcome back:
583

Leonard Barnes

of Bexleyheath

Congratulations to Eddie Bridges on achieving a Rowland Hill Award for Authorship & Research.

Eddie Bridges receiving the award
from Brian Trotter,
Chairman of the British Philatelic Trust

New Convener for the Northern Meetings
David Haig has taken over as convener of meetings, in the north, and we wish him well.
Our thanks go to Godfrey Mellor who has done the job, excellently, for the last ten years.
New Librarian needed
The Society is seeking to appoint a Librarian, as Brian Carter is resigning for personal reasons. If any member is
interested in taking on this important role please would they contact the Hon Secretary, Chris Oliver. Details are
on the inside front cover of this Springbok.
E-mail Addresses
If you have an e-mail address please let the Hon. Secretary have this. It is a very convenient way of communicating if we need to advise members of anything at short notice.

Wanted
Volunteer required to provide the Springbok with updates and news on new releases for Republican Issues. This will cover
the stamps, booklets and postal stationery. This is not a huge task but needs someone who is an enthusiast on the RSA period. There is much of interest in this period and needs a willing contributor.
Apply to the Editor!
We also require more items on the Republican issues. Please put pen to paper.
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Notice is hereby given that:

The Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held on the afternoon of
Saturday 4th November 2006 at The Falstaff Hotel, Leamington Spa.
The Agenda for the meeting
1 Apologies.
2 The report of the last A.G.M. held 05.11.2005.
3 Matters arising.
4 The report of the Hon. Chairman.
5 The report of the Hon. Secretary & Membership Secretary.
6 The Hon Treasurer’s report.
7 Subscriptions for 2007.
8 Appointment of a Librarian to the Society ( if a volunteer is forthcoming)
9 Ratification of the Officers and Committee of the Society.
10 Appointment of Hon. Life Members of the Society.
11 Society Meetings & events held in 2006 and suggested for 2007.
12 Society Exhibition to mark the centennial of the Union of S.A. in 2010.
13 S.A.C.S. support for Youth Philately.
14 The Society Rule Book.
15 A.O.B. – if notified to the Hon Secretary prior to the meeting.

Chris Oliver Hon. Secretary

SACS Meeting in Leicester?
John Leddington, our member in Leicester has a suitable and convenient venue in that could be available for a
meeting. If any members in the Midlands are interested in getting together for a day of displays or a study session on a particular area, please let the editor or Chris Oliver our Secretary know. If there is sufficient interest,
then we can add this to the programme next year. John has offered to arrange and co-ordinate such a meeting.
I gave a display at this venue to the Leicester Philatelic Society earlier this year and it is very central.
Five to six minutes walk from the station, convenient for trains from London, Sheffield, Derby, Nottingham, Coventry, Birmingham etc. Any members in this region who feel it is too far to travel to London or Carlisle, this is your
opportunity to meet fellow SACS collectors. Let us know. Our Society will only grow if we stay active and in this
way might attract new members.
Eddie Bridges
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Tony sent this article which is not philatelic, but gives an insight to the conditions in South West Africa
during WW1. It makes interesting reading. Ed.

Extracts from Sapper Len Green’s Correspondence
by Tony Howgrave-Graham
From a correspondence to his sweetheart in Wokingham. He mentions an 8½ year absence but it is not clear
what he was doing before the war. He could have been captured in one of the raids in the northern Cape whilst
working on the railway extension but some remarks suggest he may have been a civilian in Luderitzbucht and interned for being British. Being a “turner” he was useful to the Germans and after a spell in Windhuk Prison it
would appear he was put to work on the railway. He mentions being in Keetmanshoop, Karibib and Okankewjo
and ending up in the POW camp at Okanjande. The first letter is written from there. He then became a sapper
with the Railway Regiment. He complains of losing the sight in his right eye but it’s again not clear if this was a
war injury.
(Stated written between 17 May & 6 July 1915 – page 1 missing):- It was a terrible trek with ox wagons & the
lime dust was something awful. About 300 miles there and back. We only stayed there a week & came back to
Okanjande where we have been ever since. It is a nice place here and we were comfortable for the first 6 weeks
and then rations were cut down to one third for months. We have been hungry. We could not buy any food
scarcely until recently when a lot of Jews were sent here and brought supplies with them – but such prices. It is a
marvel how the Germans have held out so long as no supplies could reach them. We should have been out by
Xmas if it was not for the rebellion in S Africa. We hear no news of Europe – only lies the G’s tell us. Up to now I
don’t know how the great war is faring – whether it is going ill or good with us – but we are not downhearted with
our release imminent. I am looking forward to some news. I wish I could get a complete set of daily papers right
from the commencement of war. …… This affair has costed me over £350, what with loss of wages and about
£100 I had to spend to keep myself alive. We are now living on practically our own purse. I should have been
home alright last Easter but everything seems to go wrong – but I am not without hopes. If I get work here after
our release I will buck up for a month or two and make up for lost time. There ought to be plenty of work here as
the Germans have pulled & blown everything up as they have been retiring. We began to give up hopes of the
Union troops taking this place but in the last 5 weeks they have come on with leaps and bounds. The water trouble keeps them back a lot, I know. It is very difficult to bring 30,000 troops and 10,000 horses into this wilderness
as no water can be obtained until 100 miles inland & then only in limited supplies & every place they come to, I
hear they bore new water holes. …… the Haupman (captain) has been very good to us as far as he is able but we
have had some awful men, at times, in charge of us. In some places we were treated more like dogs. I cannot tell
you the whole story here & the sooner I forget about it, the better ….. There are here, now, about 230 men &
some few women. Only about 35 are home chaps. The rest are Boers, Jews & a dozen different assortments of
foreigners. A more cosmopolitan crowd you could not meet. We are living under canvas & many nights we have
spent in the open air on Mother Earth. We cannot complain too much of sickness but I have had 2 doses of dysentery. I was in hospital here for 6 days, once, but cleared out as I had no attention. We lost one man, a scotchman, who died of poisoning. The poor fellow was in agonies for about 4 days & only an hour before he died could
a doctor be procured & he was only an ass. This happened at Xmas. With extra food we are beginning to pick up
alright now but most of us are very weak & the least bit of effort tires us out. I have just heard that General Botha
has refused to take us over – for what reason we cannot say. This is disappointing after waiting so long but the
officer in charge here has informed us that we are to be shifted to the nearest railway station nearest the British
lines and then we must shift for ourselves. We may go any day, the sooner the better. I don’t suppose I will be
able to claim any compensation, can’t say how our cases stand, with the dreadful experiences which this war has
incurred I don’t think individuals will stand much chance for compensation. Anders, the acting consul, has been
with me most of the time. We have to give up boots and bracers every night at 6 o’clock. It will be a treat to get
back to work again – you can just imagine how lazy we are now with 10 months enforced idleness. At Okankewjo
we were forced to work carrying stones but it only lasted a week. Every German in the country is a soldier. It is
very striking to see one in civvies. They have put up a decent show but they are beaten to the wide here now.
They were very bragging at first & jeering but they have drawn in their horns now. They say it doesn’t matter
about this country as Germany will win in Europe & then it will have to be given back again. We were told yesterday that Callais and Warsaw had been captured by the G’s but I suppose it’s all nonsense. The only good news I
have heard is the sinking of a G fleet at the Falkland Islands at the beginning of the war. It was nothing to hear of
300,000 Russian & French captured & the English getting a good hiding. We used to have about 70 captured tommies here but they were shifted to Franzfontein. I have often wondered if Jack & George are safe (girlfriend’s
brothers/in the navy). We have heard of no big naval fight except of the one I have mentioned.
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We hear that England is putting 1½ million more troops in the field this spring. What a time I have missed. I could
kick myself to think of being isolated here and missing all the excitement.
25 July – headed Sapper L Green, Northern Wing, Railway Reg., Karibib, GSWA:- It is Sunday evening & am
just writing you a few more lines before going to bed. I have been very busy this last few days. The night before
last I worked until 12 o’clock & last night I worked through until 5 o’clock in the morning. I had a sleep until 12 so
feel alright …… we are busy here, such a traffic with trains. There are about 22,000 troops going back to the Union & you can imagine with every man having been on active service for so long wants to get home as soon as
possible. And then there are the German prisoners being brought down from the north which means extra trains. I
don’t expect this country will see such times again. The whole country is, or was, full of soldiers, horses, motors,
motorbikes etc. At one time there were nearly 70,000 troops in SW. The transport being extraordinarily severe
and long lines of communication. The country has a larger area than Cape Colony.
I must write on both pages as my paper supply is beginning to get short. There are about 12 old prisoners working
here, or at Usakos. Only 3 of us are working in the fitting shops. The Ser.Major speaks highly of us owing to our
efficiency. He told one man we were the best 3 workmen here. The men who transferred to the regiment are not
all good tradesmen. They are anxious to get home and take no interest in the work. I want to come home also but
it’s no use kicking against the pricks. The Imperial Government takes over this country “sine die” after the 4th next
month. I cannot say how long yet I shall remain. I am signed on & can only be released at termination of hostilities
in Europe – but there may be clauses that we can be relieved after a few months, or I may be able to obtain leave
later on … I want to try & come home for Xmas. … I don’t know how I am going to send you any money. Our soldiers here can only draw a sub once a month. Their money is being saved in Cape Town or elsewhere until they
return.
Moday 26! :- Have had a busy day today. I was obliged to shift my quarters. I’ve got another room – a better one,
to myself. I have bought a fine German carbine & sword bayonet. I shall go out next Sunday to test it. I managed
to get hold of 50 rounds of G ammunition. The weather is mild here now – just a wee bit fresh in the mornings.
Will you please send me, as soon as possible, some socks – good quality. I am only wearing rags on my feet at
present – cannot buy any & we don’t get issued socks. I don’t know whence my next pair is coming from. Some
Queen Mary comforts were issued which included socks but I did not get any – only a woollen chest protector and
a piece of toilet soap with a note “From Queen Mary & the women of the Empire”. It seemed very kind and
thoughtful though. ….. if I can get home for Xmas. I shall volunteer for the Engineers Corps although I am to be
strict unfit for active service. My right eye is almost blind now, but the other is a clinker, thank God. If possible, I
will apply for military training here later on.
Friday 30th July :- I had such a pleasant surprise this morning. A letter awaited me at work when I arrived there.
A few days ago I happened to take it into my head to write a p.c. to Tom Jeary. It must have been a heavenly
blessing. He received it alright & immediately replied enclosing your photo which you must sent at the end of last
year. It was such a jolly treat – the first letter I have received since last July. …. Jeary writes “She asked me to
write to you as soon as possible & to let you know that her thoughts were wholly on you and your welfare”. …… I
did try hard before the war. I was making such an effort but it was not wasted, thank God. I did not humble myself
to beg from the Germans. All I did ask for was a blanket once to keep myself warm. I could not buy one and they
refused me & I had money after I got free. A lot goes on in a camp like we had. You cannot see flesh and blood
going about wanting. Some Britishers with wives and children with nothing – you simply can’t refuse to help
them – but I am undaunted – it will only take me a few months to be on my feet again.
I was glad to hear, darling, that the letter I wrote you from Keetmanshoop you received safely. I thought it might
have been intercepted – it was lucky – I suppose Jeary only surmised that I was a prisoner. The weather is very
warm middays – summer beginning to come round again. I hope I am shifted before summer as I can tell it will be
a scorcher here. I can tell by the soil.
Saturday afternoon:- I had such a nice letter from Mrs Vince, this morning, from Jo’burg. She was good enough
to make enquiries of the Defence Department who informed her I was a prisoner. She had a box, or parcel, but
they told her it was no use sending it. It is a treat to receive letters again.
We are still very busy – only a few men in the workshops. …. Could you please order from the newspaper man, or
better, from the railway bookstall, the “Practical Engineers’ Handbook” – also Greenwood’s “Turners and Fitters” –
they cost very little.
Sapper L Green, No 553, Northern Wing, Railway Regiment, Karibib, British S.W.A. Protectorate / 5th Aug
’15 :- Enclosed you will find 15 one pound postal orders (£15), money orders are unobtainable. It is a costly way
of sending money, each one costs me 3d …… I have to put postage on overseas letters but I get free to the
Union -(he puts 1d on this and previous envelopes, cancelled altered German Swiss type Karibib, but from 1 Sep
they are unstamped with “on active service” at top and with the Union Karibib double ring)- don’t forget you only
require 1d for letters to here & ½d for newspapers.
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The new name, temporarily, for this country is “British South West Africa Protectorate”. The Imperial Government
has now taken it over and the Union will manage railways and things in general for the old country.
Same address / 8 Aug 1915 :- I am anxiously awaiting your letter ….. you must not be surprised if letters get
lost. The country is upside down & it will be some time before things can be put in complete order ….. I am fairly
busy. I am the only turner left in the shops & so I have to make good all the turning repairs. The Imperial Government has taken over the country now & it will be all military railways. The S.A. Railways, I think, manage so long,
& only military employed. I heard last night our shops will not, after all, be shifted to Usakos. There are splendid
workshops there, but only suited for narrow gauge stock & now they are going to leave them as they are. It will
save the trouble of shifting, altho I would prefer to be at Usakos, but I may try to go to L’bucht later on. I will see
how things go. I have been for a long walk across the veldt this afternoon, with a mate – about 8 miles. I feel very
tired having done no walking lately & 8 miles through the bush is equal to 15 on English roads. The thorn bushes
are such a nuisance, far worse than blackberry bushes. I took my gun in the hopes of getting some guinea fowl –
only came across 1 group of 3 or 4 & missed – both of us did. It is hard to shoot game with a rifle, you want a
shotgun and then you can’t very well miss.
This evening I received some more comforts – very nice indeed – it was from the Braamfontein Ladies’ Branch of
the S.A. Rys. Comfort Fund. It consisted of a nicely sewn brown material bag with a pull up entrance with tape.
Inside was a good strong shirt, a warm nightcap to pull over head & neck when sleeping outdoors, 1 pair of socks,
1 handkerchief, 1 tin of boracide powder, 1 packet of fags, 2 boxes of matches and a packet of raisins. The socks
were very welcome. It was very kind and thoughtful and appreciated very much. I forgot to mention a piece of
soap also, & a pencil. We get a small piece of soap issued every Saturday & ¼lb tobacco & 1 box of matches. I
have got nearly all my kit with the exception of a great coat.
The German shops are allowed to open from 8-12 in the mornings but we have got the Cape Garrison Institute
Store here which sells goods to soldiers at very little profit & they are expecting more goods soon. So you need
not send me socks ….. There have been a lot of train accidents near here the last few days owing to the bridges
which are only temporary and held up with wood. Overloaded trucks break loose. A lot of natives were killed near
here by trucks going over the bridge. One of our firemen was nearly killed here the other night – he got crushed
between the buffers – but he is recovering. His liver is driven clean out of its place – he was in terrible agony
when picked up. Engines are breaking down every day almost. They are played out with hard work & dirty water &
never cleaned out properly. The German engineers cannot stick it as well as the English engineers they have
brought from The Cape. Traffic is much quieter now. Most of the troops have gone home.
No doubt you must have had some exciting times at home. What an effort England is making now. She is playing
the biggest part in the war. “Sleepy England” as the Germans used to say. Yet England is the nation who is destroying all their plans and expectations. The Germans here are pulling long faces. The Government will not give
them work and they must pay for their food. I don’t know what they will do in a few weeks time. I suppose the
Government will have to keep them. The old Britishers who were in the country are all doing very well from what I
have heard. Of course, the Germans who are sensible and broadminded (they are very few) admit that Germany
cannot win. We all know the great question is “can we win?” They have already started recruiting in S.A. for the
contingent for Europe but they will probably go to Turkey as the winter in northern Europe is too cold for Africanders (sic). They ought to raise at least 35,000 which would not be bad after 10 months campaign here & also the
rebellion. You ought to see the difference between the Dutch soldiers & English, or rather Colonial English. There
is no discipline with the Dutchmen. They talk to their colonel as they would to another private – no saluting – officers mix with the men, or men with officers. I am afraid if these come to Europe they will have to behave very differently under a British General. Of course, the Colonials are alright & the officers are generally pleasant chaps.
No pride in them & very kind. Of course the backbone of this campaign, & throughout the rebellion, has been the
soldiers of the old English blood, men who have been years in Africa but cling to their old home habits and style.
10th :- I am getting impatient – I want your letter. I have been thinking tonight of last Christmas, and how you
spent yours. No doubt it must have been a very solemn one. My poor darling. I thought of you all day & I know
you of me. We had no festivities in the camp that day. We had sports the day before & the day after Boxing Day &
a concert in the evening. It was a melancholy day was Xmas. …… I got very depressive at one time during my
captivity but I grew out of it. I quite forgot you through your birthday, darling. I think it’s the first time, but you must
excuse me. It was in the dull times from January to the beginning of April. We were very miserable owing to
scanty food rations. Everybody was complaining of hungryness every day and so we got very dejected. We did
not know one day from another, nor the month and date. When someone said it was the 9th March my thoughts
flew to you immediately. I could have kicked myself for forgetting the 6th. Never mind, darling, I shall be with you
to spend your next birthday, please God. I did not forget mine. I was in the cell at Windhuk Prison – a guest of the
“Weed”. I arrived there the day before & on the 19th the head warder came & took all our names.
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He asked me how old I was. I replied 28. “When was you born?”. “Heite” (today), I replied. Warder “Vas!? Neunzehute Septembre 1886?” (sic) He went off with a snarl.
I saw General Botha in Okanjande when the Germans finally surrendered. Botha had them completely surrounded. He would have blown them to pieces if they’d put up a fight. The 1st Infantry Brigade were very cut up
about it after marching day after day, miles & miles, & then having no fight. We passed them when we left Okanjande. We were crossing a big flat. We could see them a long way off. They were marching in Indian file. It did
look funny, such a long line. The Transvaal Scottish in their kilts had, in front, their bagpipe band.
Aug 18th ’15, same address ex “S-W-A”:- I have not received a letter yet & was so disappointed. I received one
from Father ……… The station is fairly busy. All the Germans are returning to their “homes”, that is if they can find
anything of them. Two days ago I had a friend from L’bucht arrive here. Mr Cruse. He has had his wife and family
in L’bucht for over 2 years. I used to visit them. He has come up here to work as a moulder. He is bringing his wife
and family up as soon as he can. I shall be glad as I shall be happier if I can visit a home - & an English one, too. I
don’t mix with the chaps here. In fact, the only time I go out is when I want to buy anything. He is sleeping with me
so long till he can obtain a room. Naturally he had a lot of news to tell me. He has been in Luderitzbucht the whole
time. He was one of the lucky ones who escaped arrest. He told me how the troops landed and how all the looting
had been done. Some of the yarns were highly amusing. Before he left most of the L’bucht Germans had returned. They were looking all over for their furniture. Suddenly they would find a bedstead, or a wardrobe, in some
house that the tommies were living in &, when claiming it, were told they took it from another direction altogether.
If they got cheeky they got told to go to the devil. A lot of the Germans who had stores in different towns hid tons
of stuff in cellars, or under the floors, at the commencement of the war. This is where the tommies first looked, of
course. The G’s hid the cellars and built up the doors but it was no good. Our men found everything. Pianos were
used as firewood, wardrobes also, after the glass had been shared out for kitbag looking glasses. He told me
some funny stories.
19th :- … It has turned very cold here. Frosts in the mornings. I am very busy just now, plenty of repairs. The
broad gauge line is finished through to Swakopmund. The first passenger train passed through 2 days ago. There
has been a second railway construction…. (rest of letter missing)
Sep 2nd ’15 :- no letter has arrived yet so the only advice I can give is not to send your letters inside newspapers
or parcels. They are all suspicious and opened by the censor …. so many Germans here are at liberty that naturally they are cautious …..
7.9.15 Loco Dept., Karibib :- I really don’t know how to write to you tonight. I had such a joyful surprise this dinner time. Your letter of July 24th was handed to me. I had given it up as lost. …… Oh Elsie it does not seem true,
reading your letter, 14 months absence of news is a long time ….. as it is here I don’t feel satisfied. I feel as if I
should like to go in & have a bit of my own back.
Wed 8th Sep :- By the way darling, the old letters you had returned at the early part of the war, if you have them,
will you send them in a packet. I should very much like to have them …… I have already met a good few Germans who I worked with at L’bucht and K’hoop. Of course I had the last laugh over them. They came down, a lot
of them, after the surrender. They slept in a concert hall here. The same building as I slept in when I was a prisoner. I put on my uniform & helmet just to swank before them. The ones who had been decent with me I shook
hands with but some who jeered at me when I was arrested, I told them to go to Hades & refused to speak with
them. My old boss was very fussy. He speaks English. He said “You always do your virk alright. You drink nothing
& always very good man.” I am sending you two newspapers each of which gives accounts of prisoners experiences. Dr Wagner I was with in K’hoop on Aug 3rd & 4th. I visited the S.A.T. & he kindly lent me some books, also
Mr Patton. The Dutchman Potgieler came into prison while I was there. Mr Scotland, the manager of the S.A.T.
was there also. The atrocities referred to were quite true. I was only too glad to be put in solitary confinement. At
least I had fresh air. There was a cesspool at the foot of my window and, unfortunately, after the lid was left open
the air was a bit too fresh but it was still an improvement to 8 men in a cell. I am sure a month of the latter would
have done me in. Solitary confinement is a lovely job only there is no money attached to it. You get up at 8 when
coffee is brought in, make your bed, eat a slice of bread, make your cell tidy, have a smoke & after that have a
read. Then a smoke & then look through the bars & see the other prisoners in the exercise yard. Try & chat when
the warder isn’t looking & then a good sleep until about 4. I forgot to mention we got out in the yard each day from
10-10.20. And so on till 8 o’clock & you retire for the night. When darkness set in we all used to talk to each other
through the bars & hold miniature concerts from window to window, until the night warder would hear us & then he
would come around & kick up hell & close our windows with a key, which meant a hot night alright. Some poor
devils used to be put in the dark cell. Oh, I have got some funny stories when I get home.
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…. I am fixed up fairly comfortably now …. The S.A.G.I. has got a good stock in now of most articles ….. 4 of us
have our own mess now. We have a black servant (we pay him 50/month & food) who cooks for us. I showed him
the way to roast beef so we get at least one decent dish. At the regimental mess the meat was boiled every day. It
was like leather.
Sep 15/15, Karibib, SWA :- It was lovely to get your letter of July 31-Aug 12. ….. I can get S A papers now ……
this is only the 15th but I couldn’t resist opening your birthday note when I saw there were photos inside … they
are very nice indeed. I will send you one in uniform when I get the chance to have it taken. Tom Jeary has promised to send me my old camera from L’bucht. He is here now in L’bucht. …. I don’t feel somehow satisfied … I
have received no military training yet. I joined the field forces and was shoved here straight away. I am going to
put in for my discharge as soon as relief comes from the Union & if I am unfit for the army then I shall apply to
come home on munitions …. I know the Old Country is crying out for turners. I read a lot of the munition workers
are not skilled turners so I should be welcomed.
Sat the 18th :- Tomorrow is my birthday. Fancy, I shall be 28 (sic – according to his earlier date of birth he
should be 29!), getting quite old. At least I look my age, in fact, some chaps take me for 35 …. I am quite sick of
this place – it is about the worst depot on the line. Every other place gets its vegetables etc & comforts but Karibib
seems always forgotten & they take no interest so long as the work is turned out. … I am determined to get home
for Xmas …. I could do myself a lot of good by staying here here until Feb. but I don’t like the idea …. Fancy, we
have known each other 8 years now.
Sept. 23 :- … The food here is still very poor. We get potatoes now though every other day. It’s bread & jam for
breakfast & bread & jam for tea. I get so sick of it. …. I noticed (in the Berks Gazette) P O Rance is amongst the
dead on the “Aboukir” – I heard of that news of the 3 lost battleships when I was right up at Okankewjo, the G’s
did not forget to let us know. … I hear recruiting in SA is very poor. No doubt a few have had enough of this campaign. I must say this affair was very trying for the troops scarce of water & food and plenty of foot slogging.
Karibi, S W Africa, Oct 13th -15 :- ….. I have very little Karibib news to tell you – we are very busy at work – a
lot of overtime, in fact. I feel played out & the food is disgraceful. I live practically on bread & jam. Meat is too hard
to cut – I give it to my dog. It is shameful the way men are looked after here. I heard so much about the S A Railways but, if this is it, then the less I have of it, the better. … last Sunday I absolutely refused duty. I meant to have
a day’s rest, which I did. Mrs Cruse & children have arrived here from L’bucht but I see very little of them. It’s all
work. I get no time. The days are very hot here now & when I have finished work I am glad to lay down. I saw
Captain Beatty, the chief mechanical engineer, the other day. Had a chat with him & he told me he had wired for 6
turners and as soon as one arrives I can go .... it may be Xmas or it may be later. …. If I came home for Xmas we
could be married at Easter, unless you prefer to wait until the war is over, but that may be another 2 years for all
we know. …. I don’t think you could have done better than send parcels to war prisoners. It must be rotten for
them in Germany. I know what it’s like, a little bit. Bread, bread, bread. You crave for nothing else so long as it can
fill your empty stomach.
I hear that things are pretty lively in S.A. with the elections. They say the O F State is full of rebels. There is
also some deep business going on here. Quite recently all civilians had to remain where they were for 8 days. Oh,
I’m longing to be out of it. ….. if only you knew how I was craving to see you. Fancy who thought we would be 8½
years apart. Well I’m not going to leave you again.

BRITISH EMPIRE SPECIALISTS
QV-KGVI INCLUDING SOUTH AFRICA
Sets, Single items, Postmarks, Varieties, Revenues,
Postal History, Postal Stationery.
If you have a wants list please contact us
We publish a buy/bid catalogue of British Colonial
issues and a Postal Auction Catalogue which covers
the whole world, these catalogues are produced three times a year,
if you would like copies please contact:

DAVID LOFFSTADT
P O Box 107 Bromley, Kent BR2 8ZA
Tel: 020 8462 7185 Fax: 020 8462 7387
E:mail davidloffstadt@yahoo.co.uk
Member of PTS for over 30 years.
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Southern African Societies Convention-Leamington Spa
3-5th November 2006
Just a reminder about this event which again promises to be worthwhile. If you have not made up your mind to go
yet, please do so and advise Brian Trotter on 020 8870 7100 or e-mail, brian@btrotter.co.uk if you need a hotel
room. The AGM will take place at this gathering on the Saturday evening, agenda else where in this issue.
Apart from the displays on the Saturday, which will compete for the Tony Chilton Memorial Trophy, there will also
be an auction of material after lunch on the Sunday. Paul van Zeyl, the South African dealer will also be present.
The list of material on auction is also distributed with this issue of The Springbok. See you there!

Members Feedback
Namibia Day Issues
I have had response from Rudolf Lasar, Gawie van Eeden in Pretoria as well as from John Leddington on the
Namibia Day stamps by David Haig (Vol. 54/1). There appear to be many more of these issues around, some of
dubious validity. These are from mostly former East Bloc countries. These are not illustrated as they are not
really part of our collecting area. However, it is good that we have been made aware of these issues, which
would make a good supporting display for a social or thematic display featuring Namibia and its “struggle” for freedom. If anyone is interested in copies of these issues, let me know. A short article on the background to these
issues by Uli Bantz appears elsewhere.
Further information on UHB PC 17 post card
I have had a reply from Jan Stolk in the Netherlands about Fred Clark’s query on the above. (Vol. 54/1), see also
reply from Chris Board (Vol. 54/2). Jan has sent me a copy of an article that appeared Forerunners (Vol. XIX, No.
2 Nov-Feb 2005/06). This is the journal of the sister society in the USA. It is very interesting to note that the
author of the article, an Australian, was grappling with this issue as well. He confirms what we have basically
published with some additional information regarding the issue and the illustrations on the cards. Unfortunately it
is a photocopy and will not reproduce well. I will however try and get the original illustrations and try and reproduce the article in a future issue pending permission to do so. I will contact the author in Australia. Copy of article
has been forwarded to Fred. It is now time that a publication in detail on the Union Post cards is done with full
colour illustrations! Possibly a part of an updated UHB? Ed.

SPOT A WINNING DEALER!
...IN JUST TWO QUICK STEPS
1. Identify PAUL VAN ZEYL t/a RAND STAMP AUCTIONS in this picture

2. Contact him to discuss how we can help each other, to get a “win-win”
(auction or direct sale) result at:
e-mail: paulvz@mweb.co.za; Tel +27 (0)12 329 2464; Fax +27 (0)12 329

Jul/Sep 2006

Page 93

The Springbok Vol. 54/3

Members Feedback Cont….
More on PC 17
Wim Quik from the Netherlands has also provided some further info and confirmation. He wrote in Dutch and the
translation provides the following:
On page 12 of the Jan/Mar Issue, Fred Clark rightly reports that something is not quite correct with the 1934 date
of issue for the ½d Post card with small coat of arms and photo.
Some time ago I purchased a book on Auction in South Africa that came from the Union Archives and herein the
following is reported on these post cards: "See paragraph 20, Circular 669 and paragraph 6, Circular 667. In June
1931, all old stocks of ½d Pictorial cards (series 1 to 4) were sent to Government Printer to affix ½d adhesive
stamps there to make them available for increased 1d. rate which came into force on 1st April, 1931. From April to
June, 1931, Postmasters had to affix the necessary ½d stamps to all Pictorial cards".
We now appear to have the whole story. Thanks to all who contributed. Ed.
Postage Due query from Mike Tonking.
Wim Quik has also provided some info here. He states that more than 20000 sheets were printed according to
Mike, but Mike does not mention how many stamps to a sheet. Wim states that the last stamps to be printed on
the Goebel 830 machine was in June 1970 of the 20c definitive of SWA (1961 set). This was an order for 3000
sheets and 3300 was printed. He thus states that no Postage Due stamps were printed at this time and not in
1971 anyway. Wim has done an in depth study of the printing machines in The Government printing works and
published a detailed article. We will print this article in the new year as soon as I have had a chance to translate
into English and fixed the illustrations. Can someone shed any further light on this. Ed.
Feedback on the Building Series
Gawie van Eeden from Pretoria has sent the following in response to the article by Roy Ross on these issues in
Vol 54/1 page 26.
The 7c value also has a missing “1” in the date lines.
The 4c value shows an incorrect date on some sheets. 81.07.10 instead of 82.07.10
These are illustrated on the next page.
1925 Air Mail Forgeries
Tony Howgrave-Graham reports back on the Forgeries article (Vol 54/2) that the sheetlets illustrated were
produced by a dealer in the '60's in Wales (who had better remain nameless) who had access to a photo litho
printer and ran off the sheetlets in some quantity. He then sold them imperf and perf as forgeries!
If anyone has a set of these sheets spare or is willing to part with them please let the editor know. He would like
to fill this gap in his forgeries collection!
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More Building Series Varieties

Correct date

Incorrect date
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Missing “1” in date

Normal

Missing “1” in date

Normal
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Namibia Day Stamps
By Uli Bantz (PO Box 6913 Westgate 1734 – Tel. 0027 11 766 1495 – ulib@mweb.co.za)
D. Haig asked in his article “Remember the Cold War? - Namibia Day Stamps” (The Springbok, Vol. 54/1, page
23) for more information on the subject ‘Namibia Day’.
What is Namibia Day?
On August 26, 1966 the South West African Peoples Organization (SWAPO) proclaimed the armed struggle for
the liberation of South West Africa after the first SWAPO soldiers completed their training in Egypt and after petitions to the International Court of Justice to test the legality regarding the status of the mandate of South Africa
over South West Africa had failed. The first clashes between NAPLA (Namibian People’s Liberation Army) and
South African troops occurred near the northern border with Angola. This day, August 26, became later ‘Namibia
Day’. The date is still observed. After Namibia became independent on March 21, 1990 it declared August 26 a
public holiday, known as ‘Heroes Day’.
I could not establish who first declared ‘Namibia Day’? Was it SWAPO or the UN? When was it declared? Does
anybody know? 2006 marks the 40th anniversary of the declaration of the armed struggle and more information
should come forward.
Philately around Namibia Day
Stamps issued by countries with Namibia as a theme prior to 1990 can be divided into two groups:
a) Countries that specifically issued stamps on or around the 26th of August (Namibia Day) and
b) Countries that issued stamps not connected with Namibia Day, but to remind on the armed struggle taking
place or to express solidarity with the Namibian people. This happened on various days of the year.
The United Nations stamps shown by Mr. Haig in his article conform to the latter category. The words appearing
on the UN stamps “liberation, justice, co-operation for a free and independent Namibia” sum up the feeling of a
certain sector of the world population about the continued presence of South Africa in this once German colony.
The New York office of the UN issued between 1973 and 1979 8 stamps and the Geneva office 5 stamps with a
‘Free Namibia’ theme. The interest petered out thereafter with negotiations between the United Nations and South
Africa making progress towards Namibia’s independence. Other countries expressing their solidarity with Namibia
during those years via stamps were Algeria, Guyana, Niger and Senegal, a total of four countries. East Block
countries were not among them.
Turning to stamps inscribed or catalogued as Namibia Day issues: 17 countries gave us a total of 31 (individual
numbers in brackets) stamps and one block on or around August 26 of the following years:
1974: Pakistan (1)
1975: Guyana (4), India (1), Madagascar (1), Turkey (1) and
Zambia (4) as shown by Mr. Haig on page 24 of The Springbok 54/1
1978: Ethiopia (1)
1982: Argentina (1), Cuba (1)
1983: Central African Republic (2), Senegal (3), Syria (1), Uganda (2) and USSR (1)
1984: Ghana (5), Maldives (1 block)
1985: Guyana (1)
1987:Bulgaria (1)
The first country to issue a Namibia Day stamp
was Pakistan. The FDC is shown here. The
stamps from the other countries can be looked up
in the relevant catalogues.
Source:
Dierks, K. (1999): Chronology of Namibian
History from pre-historical times to independent
Namibia. - Windhoek (ISBN 999 16-40-10-X)
Michel–Online–Catalogue under www.michel.de
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Southern African Philatelic Conference
Falstaff Hotel, Leamington Spa
3, 4 and 5 November 2006
Programme
Friday 3 November

18.30
19.30

Gather in the bar
Dinner

Saturday 4 November

9.45 – 10.00
10.00 – 10.45
10.45 – 11.30
11.30 – 12.00
12.00 – 12.45

Opening Remarks
Colonial and Early Union Booklets
The 1896 Bulawayo Provisionals
Break
South African Pictorial Booklets

Brian Trotter
Brian Trotter
Colin Hoffman
Eddie Bridges

12.45 – 14.15 Lunch Break

14.15 – 15.00
15.00 – 15.30
15.30 – 16.00
16.00 – 16.30
16.30 – 17.00
17.00 – 18.00
18.30
19.30

Cape of Good Hope
Early Natal Seaposts
Break
The 1914 Rebellion in South Africa
The End of the Federation of R&N
South African Collectors Society AGM
Gather in the bar
Dinner

Robert Johnson
John Dickson
Paul van Zeyl
Richard Stroud

Auction items available for viewing throughout the day
Sunday 5 November

9.30 – 11.00
11.00 – 11.30
11.30 – 13.00
13.00 – 14.00
14.00 – 16.00
16.00

Jul/Sep 2006
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Break
Attendees bring-along displays
Lunch break
Auction
Close of conference
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London Meeting – September 2006 – Early Union Officials
By John Shaw
Again, this London meeting was held at the Swedish Church hall, just off Marylebone Road, and was again led by
Dr Tony Howgrave-Graham. The meeting comprised the “hard core” of London attendees of John Archer, Eddie
Bridges, Fred Clark, Christopher Oliver, Tony H-G, Brian Trotter and myself.
Tony based his display on Sets 1-12 of the Union officials as described in the Dr Ian Matheson Large Gold medal
collection covered in our society booklet of his exhibit. He did, however, take some licence in extending into later
sets which contain the remaining un-hyphenated officials, which seemed quite logical.
Sets 1 to 4 comprise entirely the London recess or the Typographed (letterpress) stamps with the official overprint
reading upwards, sets 1-2 with stops and sets 3-4 without stops. In theory, unused examples of sets 1-2 should
not exist since they were intended only for official franking and our late president RD Allen, an ex-policeman,
always described them as “stolen property”; unused examples are certainly much scarcer than the used, which is
not the case with later sets, whose stamps could be purchased at the philatelic bureau and used normally by the
general public. There was much discussion on the identification of the 2d King’s head stamps, where the London
printing (O3) overprint is identified by very dark, shiny, ink, which obscures the design which, in the Pretoria (O7)
stamp can be seen through the overprinting. These “London and Pretoria” designations are now, themselves, in
doubt since it appears all the officials were overprinted in South Africa. The 6d Pretoria with inverted watermark
also caused much discussion and Tony showed two used blocks, both as normally found, used at Rosebank.
Dr Ian Matheson possesses a pair with the Union Buildings postmark, which is apparently the only example not
used at Rosebank. All the unused 6d’s with stops are rare and the inverted watermark is in the hen’s teeth category, although the numbers of used examples known tends to defeat the theory that only one sheet existed. With
his customary modesty, Tony did not mention the fact all three mint pairs of the 6d were there on display – the
first time we have seen these together in my time, since even the late Jim Nunneley’s collection was missing the
inverted watermark. Overall, this section was peppered with many fine and lovely blocks.
Set 5 is a strange mixture of un-hyphenated rotogravure, London recess 2d – this being the rare Group III, and
the last of the Pretoria Typographs. Then Sets 6 and 7 saw the introduction of the 1/- and 2/6d recess, and the
2d rotogravure, the former set showing the stop after Official variety (Row 10/1 or 7) and shown in lovely complete
bottom two rows with imprint. The bottom four rows of the 2/6d from Set 7, without the stop variety, was another
quite stunning piece. Tony also showed a diagram of the stops varieties on the ½d Set 6 which also has the
words of overprint spaced variously between 9½ and 12 mm which makes this stamp visually quite distinctive. All
four arrow blocks of the 2d Issue 1 (Set 6) and the ½d Set 7 were shown, but the highlight of the ½d values was a
block of the unlisted Set 11, without the two flaws, short “L” on 16/9 and broken “L” on 16/10 – varieties present
on the ½d from Set 10; Dr Matheson’s collection also contains a very similar block, so now there are two! For Set
11, Tony also included the scarce 6d with upright watermark, the “easiest to identify” according to SAC/H, but also
the most difficult to find! Again with typical modesty, Tony showed, but did not mention, the very scarce 2/6d with
inverted watermark; this is from Set 14.
After Tony’s magnificent display, it was up to the rest of us to follow the Lord Mayor’s show. Brian Trotter proudly
presented his complete collection of officials, two lovely covers bearing the King’s Head 2d stamps, which are
very difficult to find on cover and are the only Union officials in Brian’s sphere of interest. Fred Clark showed the
2d King’s Head with the BEC2 specimen overprint, from the Bechuanaland archives, and Eddie Bridges showed
the same overprint on a pair of 1d’s from Set 1. These are receiving authority specimen overprints and, whilst not
UPU specimens, are very collectable and make nice additions to any specialised study. Finally, John Shaw
showed a selection of mainly 1d and 6d values from Sets 4 and 5, overprint upwards without stops, and showing
progressive stages of the broken “O”, “G” for “O” and deformed “O” varieties, and some extra stop varieties from
Set 5.
All present considered this to be a most successful meeting, Tony H-G taking the lion’s share of the credit, and so
much so that a Part Two session of officials is planned for 2007. Personally, I feel that many of our London members are missing the opportunity to see some very fine material and to learn more about their particular interest,
so please do make an effort to attend and please do let us know your views on when we should meet in London
and what you would like to see in the programme.
Ian Matheson will hopefully be exhibiting the next section of his Officials. If this happens, then we will try and get
this copied as well for future reference. Ian has certainly created new interest in this area of Union Philately! Ed.
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S.A. Christmas Seal Booklets
by Fred Clark
At the recent joint meeting with the Cinderella Philatelic Society in London, I gave two displays, one of which concerned S.A. Christmas seals 1929 to 1954. This latter display was limited to 1954 only because of time and frame
space.
One of the comments I made about these seals referred to the apparent lack of information in S.A. Publications
concerning these items and that this seemed to be limited to a few pages in the S.A. Handbook/Catalogue of
1979 and it’s earlier editions. In particular whilst mention was made therein to booklet panes, no information was
given regarding how many different value booklets were issued for each year. Pages AA1 to AA6 in the Republic
of S.A. Handbook/Catalogue list the Christmas seals 1961 to 1966 and for years 1963, 1964 and 1965 the different booklet values are quoted but with an omission and error. I.e. For 1963 the 20c booklet is omitted and for
1964 the listed 25c booklet should read 20c.
Subsequent to this meeting I was delighted to receive from the Cinderella P.S. several pages of information which
answered my questions and for the benefit of our members who collect S.A. Christmas seals, I give below details
extracted from this data.
Year

Booklet Values Issued

1929-1933

None

1934

6d & 1/-

1935

6d, 1/-, 2/-, 5/- & 10/-

1936-1947

as for 1935

1948 Watermarked Paper

as for 1935

1948 un-watermarked Paper

Not known

1949

as for 1935

1950 (3 Printings & 3 shades

as for 1935 (probably all 3 printings)

1951 No value on label

as for 1935

1951 1d printed on label

No information given

1952

as for 1935

1953

as for 1935 (6d stitched, 1/- gummed, 2/6 stapled-as
seen)

1954-1958 (both types)

as for 1935

1959-1960

as for 1935
Currency change to Rands and Cents

1961 Arms watermark (Very white paper, white gum) Complete list not known, but 5c, 10c, 20c & 50c seen
1961 No watermark (Darker paper, yellowish gum)

5c, 10c, 20c, 50c & R1

1962-1963

as for 1961 No watermark

1964-1965

5c, 10c, 20c, 50c, R1 & R2

1965 This was the last year these seals were issued in
booklet form
The above items are usually collected either in complete booklets, covers only or as complete panes. Our thanks
to the Cinderella P.S. fore their help.
P.S. The above information seemed quite straightforward, however the acquisition of a 1945 3/- Christmas seal
booklet (stapled with 6 panes of 6 1d labels interleaved with plain paper) indicates a discrepancy. If members
have other booklets or booklet covers at variation to the above information, will they please inform the editor of
The Springbok, with the relevant details. It is now time to put a publication together on these issues, as very little
has been documented. I know of a member who has a large holding of these booklets. How about it? Ed.
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Publication Mishap!
This publication is progressing now again. I have had to scan
close to 200 photos again which has taken a huge amount of
time. I hope to have it complete by the time we meet for the
Conference in November.

LOOKING FOR THE UNUSUAL (OR THE USUAL)

1892-4 Cape of Good Hope ½d slate/white Postal Stationery Envelope with addit. 1d KEVII red tied by manuscript
WALVIS BAY 5/7/09 in black pen, to Swakopmund, with very neat arrival postmark 12.7.09. a rare copy of this PO
manuscript cancellation.

Similar material on our regular postal auctions. Auction Catalogues viewable on the internet at: www.
philatelicfriends.com or printed catalogues available on request.
Email us at: info@philatelicfriends.com
P.O. Box 26456 Hout Bay 7872 South Africa
Fax: +27 21 790-5745

Jul/Sep 2006

Page 100

The Springbok Vol. 54/3

New Publication
Roy Ross has put together a publication on the
Empire Exhibition in Johannesburg in 1936.
This covers all the stamps (JIPEX Panes) with identification and plating, for the ½d and 1d panes.
These are clearly illustrated and listed. Date stamps
and the post cards follow. The Exhibition labels are
illustrated, The official First Day covers, the emergency covers as well as last day covers are illustrated. He then continues with the Air Mail post
cards and ends with a section of general post cards
of Johannesburg. A bit of historical background is
also covered. An interesting and well worthwhile
publication to have on the shelf.
47 Pages in A4 with lots of colour illustrations.
The publication is available from Roy Ross at £15
post paid in the UK. Please add £1.50 for overseas
postage.
Address: 28 Duddon Drive
Barrow-in-Furness
Cumbria
LA14 3TW
UK.
e-mail: royanne@talkgas.net
The publication will also be available at the
Convention in November.

Post Office Stone
This journal is now back in print I have been informed by the Postmark and Postal History Society of Southern
Africa. As you know, Prof. Alex Visser has taken over the final publication in the Post Mark books by Putzel after
his untimely passing. The last book appeared some time ago. Alex will now be updating the listings of Post marks
as he gets information and this will be published in The Post Office Stone.
Electronic addendums are now available with corrections and additions and these can be distributed by e-mail to
owners of the postmark books. These are available to the letter F and comprise some 170 A4 printed pages.
If you wish to receive a copy of this addendum, you may e-mail Alex on alex.visser@up.ac.za or telephone him
at +27 (0)12 803 1881 after hours. Ed.

Carlisle Dates for next year
The following dates have been fixed for the meetings in Carlisle next year. These will be included in the programme as soon as the rest of the meetings are finalised. You can mark the following in your diary in the mean
time.
Saturday 24 March 2007 and Saturday 15 September 2007
Subjects still to be determined.
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Union of South Africa: The Pictorial Definitives of 1926-54
How to distinguish the Major Printings
Eddie Bridges
Part 4
The 4d “Native Kraal”

Printed Recess in 1928
Colour: Brown.
Background of area framing the central scene is delicately crosshatched.

Printed Rotogravure in 1932
Colour: Red-Brown.
Redrawn (see scroll detail); middle hut heavily outlined. The background of the area framing the central
scene is filled with more or less solid colour. Thick
lines of colour in value tablets.

Printed Rotogravure in 1936
COLOUR: Brown (shades).
Again redrawn; scroll white. Thin lines of colour in
value tablet.

Printed Screened Rotogravure in 1952
Colour: Chocolate Brown.
Again redrawn; Design made up of very small dots of
colour. "SUID-AFRIKA" hyphenated. White line inside
frame on both sides above value tablet. Leaves under
country name fewer, larger and outlined only.
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The Scroll Details

1928
Scroll filled with diagonal lines

1932
Scroll filled with
more or less solid

1936
Scroll not continuous;
filled with white with
crooked line

1952
Scroll again redrawn
and continuous.

The Value Tablet Details

1928
Tablet filled with
horizontal lines of
colour

1932
Tablet lines much
thicker and coarser

1936
Tablet lines very
thin. "4" shadow extends to bottom of
tablet.

1952
No lines in tablet;
only shading.

There are a large number of distinct shades of the Rotogravure printings of the 4d value. This is too complex for a basic identification guide, but could be the subject of another article at some time in the future.

To be continued. In the next issue we will look at the 6d value. This value presents most collectors with a
problem in identifying the different printings. In the Hyphenated issues there are also many shades as in
the 4d value
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Auction Report Jan-Jun 2006
By Tony Howgrave-Graham
I suppose after the remarkable sales of the last half of 2005, the first half of 2006 was bound to be a bit of a let
down-but let down it was! It was April before anything substantial appeared at all.
I always try to find a link between reports so I’ll start with the Victoria Stamp Company sale of 10 June. Run by
Phoebe MacGillivary in The States, their sales, though infrequent, often have South African interest. The observant of you will remember the unprepossessing looking 1d pair of SWA postage dues (SGD13) which made 92%
of its £10,000 catalogue value at Spink. Not having seen it on offer before, it came as a surprise to find another
pair on offer so soon, in the Victoria auction. It made virtually the same at $17,250 against a $7,000 estimate
(interestingly it’s only catalogued $8,000 in Scott). At a less rarefied level the Pretoria ½d proof
pair in red & black, and the 1d in blue-green & carmine, each made $92. The King’s head £1, fu,
(Fig. 1) made $184 (almost exactly £100, I leave you to decide if the cancel is telegraphic, but see
later). “Borderless” hyphenated booklet panes of the ½d & 1d overprinted specimen made $196
(for both). Otherwise the sale was mostly devoted to postage dues. The bantam war effort series
(with 1d shade & 2d bright violet), fu, made $150 and the 1949 2d in blk. 12 containing all 4 of the “thick double D’s” made $230 (the same in a part pane of 42
made $431). Another SWA item of interest was a pair (SGD1), (Fig. 2), with
“Afrika” appearing above “South West” and “Africa” appearing above “ZuidWest” (due to misplacement) which made $1380 against an estimate of $750.
($ approximately 1.8 to £1 at time)

Returning to the chronology of the year, Stephen Welz started it going on 4th April. The first 36 lots, from the collection of Tommy Meyer, included some good, unusual, and not too expensive postal history items along with
some interesting information in the descriptions. A 1910 “late fee” (from Pmburg, and representing the Sunday
posting to catch the Wednesday Union Castle Steamer from Cape Town) together with a Durban cover with “TOO
LATE”, made R1610. Two further mixed franking interprovincial covers (one with extra 2d at Cape Town, assumed late fee to catch the boat, 1d for ¼hr, 2d for ½hr) made R1380. Given my dislike of philatelic covers, I surprised myself by bidding R900 for Fig. 3 (IP
use of ORC ½d-6d with Durban Stamp Exhibition cancels). It made R900 (R1035 with commission), but still didn’t come my way! An unusual 1916 1d PS envelope uprated a further
1d & ½d to the Hülfsverein in Stockholm and
cancelled by 3 Cape Town censor ovals in red,
featured on the back cover of the catalogue. It
made R1495 (ev 1500-1800) which appears
quite good value to me and I rather wish I’d
entered the fray for it. Another interesting war
time cover which I did unsuccessfully enter the
fray for, was a 1918 “duplicate” cover franked
1d, to USA (a war time concession because of
the loss of post to U-boats, it would have been
handed in at the same time as the correctly
franked 2½d one). It made R1380. Yet
another interesting pair of covers related to the rise in postage rate on 10 May 1920, from 1d to 1¾d. The
consisted of a letter franked 1d on 10 May and a pc franked ½d on 14 May. Both were taxed the exact deficiency
of ½d due. This was a concessionary rate that only lasted 10 days,thereafter the deficiency was taxed double.
The pair made R3450. Two ralated unofficial bisect covers (a bisected 3d on 13 Aug., the other a pair of 1d, one
bisected, on 3 Sep.-ie after the issue of the 1½d stamp) made R2530. Both covers appeared to have been
accepted by the PO with no “due”. The big surprise (for me anyway) were three 1929 Verneuk Pan Speedway
covers (relating to Donald Campell’s land speed record attempt and the temporary PO set up there). I did have a
copy and may still have. I remember putting it on one side as I thought it might be worth a tenner! Anyway the
three (with 3 settings of the canceller) made R10,925 (ev 2,500-3,00)-so take care of your copies! Putzel rates
them as 300 pts each on cover, hugely less than the realisation.

Jul/Sep 2006

Page 105

The Springbok Vol. 54/3

On to the stamps. Sets of 5 values of the 1911 Mackay essays made R2760 in violet and R3450 for the yellow
(another auction vagary). At the time I didn’t spot a rather nice pair of photographic essays for the 1939 Hugenots
(Fig. 4). Estimated R1600-R2000 they made R4850. There followed 25
good lots of officials. A corner blk. 15 of the 2d (SAHB 024) with the split
“d” variety and the inscription, um, made R8625. The hyphenated 1d with
overprint doubled (SG O13da), lightly used, made R1265. A top half
sheet (folded) of the ½d roto, Issue 1, um, made R920. The 1931 (set 6)
2/6 in a folded blk.8 with “stop” variety and inscription, um, made R3450.
A philatelic registered cover with a pair of the same 2/6 (dropped official
on one) cancelled Mbane, made R2070 and the 1940 10/- official at left in
three blks.4 (2um) made R11,500. A 1912 second KennilworthMuizenberg card (with 1911 dates) with surface faults, made R2530. A
1918 7 Oct large wings card (soiled and creased) made R1500 and 2nd
flight (26 Oct), with corner crease, R1150. A 1931 X-mas flight with 4d &
1/- airs and pilot signed made R2190 against an estimate of R5-600.
The SWA included some rare specialised cancellations but also the 1937
coro set in imperf proofs of each language setting on 8 BW cards (Fig. 5).
These made R50,600) (rand approximately 11.5 to £1 at time-is currently slipping and
about 13 again)

Harmers had a sale two days later on 6 April. It contained
some good King’s head items. Interestingly 2 Mackay essays, the 1d & 3d in yellow, made £212. Compare with
Welz above). A 1d proof in black endorsed “April 28/240
leads/No3” fetched £470, a 3d frame proof (cut down)
made £477 and 1/- complete design, cut down and endorsed “for hardening/4.3..13/AJH.” made £494. An imperf
1d colour trial in dull claret also made £494 and a 2½d in
blue & red £447. A 1d in vertical marginal gutter pair with
the top stamp missing watermark, made £447 and a 2d single without wmk, um, £306. The 1d green & red used (Fig.
6) made 176 and the pale olive green used with short perfs, £212. Linking with the comments above regarding
the introduction of the 1½d rate in 1920, a 1d with the “trial” overprint made £282. The further lots in this sale
were mostly multiple items, though the bottom 2 rows of the roto 3d black and red, wmk. up, made £212 and the
1947-9 2d official with diaresis, og. £188.
Bonhams haven’t had much of a showing in recent auction reports but did have some SA in their 12 April sale.
The 1916 £1, fu, made £153 (Fig. 7) and a control single on piece (Fig. 8) made the same. (I’ve pictured all 4
used £1’s to see if you can decide why they made what they did-I can’t!) A pale olive green £1 control single, um,
made £505 and a 1927 10/-, fu blk. 4, £106. Don’t be surprised to see some special offers on
commemoratives soon-a huge stock of mint sheets (1947-92), STC £14,000, made only £705!
Otherwise there was very little SA around. Grosvenor had quite a few lots
on 19 May but they were mostly multiple item lots and also mostly pre-Union.
It did have a lot of 119 photographs of early proof material (as previously discussed in The Springbok, issued by the PO Museum) which went for £165.
Cavendish blotted their usually reliable copybook by offering the very common Windhoek altered railway oval, on 1d, on cover at an estimate of £100
claiming it to be a “rare” example of a captured German
canceller. Gibbons “postbid” sales continue to have
start prices way in excess of anyone else’s realisations.
The next Welz catalogue has just arrived, though interesting as usual, it seems to lack any sparkling goodies. Perhaps the
Leamington auction will be the highlight of 2006!
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New Handley Page Cover
By Bryan Stokoe
A new Handley Page cover has been discovered in South Africa which is not in a philatelic collection. Apparently
it has been in the ownership of a family for over eighty years, but I do not know if the family in question is the King
family, although one must suspect that it is. I know that an airmail collector out there has tried to get his hands on
it, but to no avail. The cover will now be added as number 33 in my list. (This is the listing that was delivered with
the last issue of The Springbok. Vol. 54/2) The cover is illustrated below.

The quality of the illustration
is not the best, but is still a
good indication what the
cover looks like and the
address.
The inscription Carried By
Aeroplane can just faintly be
see near the top.

Intending to send the Editor an Article with a few pictures?
First of all if you think this is not you, think again! The journal is the lifeblood of the Society. The Editors job is to
collate the articles lay out the pages and generally do the necessary things to make the journal ready for printing.
The Editors job is not to write all the articles in the journal. What he does not mind doing is helping with research,
feeding and encouraging others to write. If the Editor has to write all the articles, provide all the items of interest,
write to himself to add some interest to the “Letters to the Editor” column, then this journal will die.
I have a few stalwarts who have sent in some items which I am always grateful for. However, these stalwarts and
the Editor have specific collecting interests and these topics are soon exhausted or we end up with similar editorial content in every issue. What I need is a variety of items which will enable me to balance the content and save
some articles for a rainy day. If you do not see your article appear in the next issue, do not despair as it will get
used unless I advise you that it will not be published. (this is unlikely to happen!)
Now some items that will help the Editor save time and keep the quality of the content at an acceptable standard.
If at all possible send me the articles on a disk, CD, USB memory stick or by e-mail. Short items on paper or in a
letter I can still type out but long articles neatly typed on several pages, takes me ages to retype. Mistakes can
also creep in as I might miss a sentence or a paragraph. It takes on average up to 40 hours to put one issue of
the journal together. I enjoy doing this, but sometimes work pressure does not allow me to spend this sort of time
on the journal.
Another problem area is pictures or illustrations. Please try and make good colour copies or better, scan the items
and send as mentioned above. Black and white copies are difficult to reproduce in good quality. Colour I can
change to black and white and still maintain good resolution. Poor copies cannot be reproduced. Remember the
journal is completely digitised. I do not cut and paste as I then have to copy the journal which is more expensive.
Digital printing is much easier and more economical. Your help in these matters would be appreciated.
Put finger to keyboard and send me some articles!!
Eddie Bridges
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