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Events for your Diary 2007
London Meetings commence at 1.30 pm
Carlisle Meetings commence at 10.00 am
24th Feb.
24h Mar.
12th May
26th May.
15th Sep.
29th Sep.
1st Dec.

SACS London meeting
SACS Carlisle meeting
SACS Cambridge meeting
SACS London meeting
SACS Carlisle meeting
SACS London meeting
SACS London meeting

Subject: World War Mail (not stamps)
Subject: Open Meeting
Subject: Open Meeting
Subject: Early Union Postcards
Subject: Gold Mining
Subject: More Union Officials & Abel Trophy Competition
Other Philatelic collecting interests

9-11th Nov.

Southern African Societies Convention Falstaff Hotel Leamington Spa

Other Events for 2007
19-20th Jan.
28th Feb-4th Mar.
1-3rd Mar.
9th June
30th June
19-23rd Sep.
26-28th Oct.
1-3rd Nov.
24-26th Nov.

York Stamp and Coin Fair
Spring Stampex, Islington, London.
Spring Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, Vincent Sq. London
Swinpex in Swindon
Midpex in Coventry
Autumn Stampex, Islington, London
Dundee Philatelic Conference
Autumn Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, Vincent Sq. London.
A.B.P.S. Congress and Show, Croydon

For further details, please contact the secretary. We have several joint meetings in the year.
Please support these events.

From the Editors Desk

This Issue of The Springbok is rather thin and this is due to lack of time due to a heavy work load and lack of
ready articles to put in. Unfortunately I did not have the time to put a few more articles in.
Of interest is a letter from Rudolf Lasar in Germany proposing some change in editorial direction. Members comments to the editor please.
I look forward to see everyone at The Conference in Leamington Spa again. The Auction list is enclosed with this
issue.
The RSA stamp issuing programme appears to be back on track but they have now resorted to issuing all the
planned issues in the remaining months of the year with up to 3 issues in a month. I wonder how many more collectors they are going top drive away with this action.
I read with interest in one of the local UK philatelic journals that general stamp collecting is dying and that most
collectors are specialising in one form or another. We need to gain a few more members then as South Africa is a
fascinating as well as a challenging country to collect, whether this is the Union Period, or the Republican period!
Happy hunting for those elusive items still missing from your collection.
Eddie Bridges
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Southern African Societies Conference 2007
Its that time of the year again!
Where: Falstaff Hotel Leamington Spa
When: Fri to Sun 9-11 November 2007
Come along and see some excellent displays and have a good philatelic
weekend.
The flag above illustrates the four states that made up the Union of South
Africa, Transvaal, Orange Free State, Natal and the Cape of Good Hope.
Societies that will be present:
SACS Transvaal Study Circle The Orange Free State Study Circle
Anglo Boer War Society
The Bechuanalands and Botswana Society
Natal and Cape Society
Rhodesian Study Circle
Dealers Present:
Paul van Zeyl and Alan MacGregor
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Southern African Societies Conference
Programme
Fri 9th

Gather in Bar after arrival
Dinner at aprox. 20.00

Sat 10th

Invited displays from 09.00
A programme of top level displays and talks which also
compete for the Tony Chilton Memorial Trophy
During the refreshment breaks a bit of browsing at the dealers
At about 17.00 the AGM of SACS will take place.
20.00 Evening Dinner and announcement of the winner of the
Tony Chilton Memorial Trophy

Sun 11th

09.00 Bring and show max 20 pages
Auction after lunch.
Close of Conference around 16.00

LOOKING FOR THE UNUSUAL (OR THE USUAL)

1892-4 Cape of Good Hope ½d slate/white Postal Stationery Envelope with addit. 1d KEVII red tied by manuscript WALVIS BAY 5/7/09 in black pen, to Swakopmund, with very neat arrival postmark 12.7.09.

Similar material on our regular postal auctions. Auction Catalogues viewable on the internet at: www.
philatelicfriends.com or printed catalogues available on request.
Email us at: info@philatelicfriends.com
P.O. Box 26456 Hout Bay 7872 South Africa
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NOTICE IS GIVEN OF THE A.G.M. OF THE SOCIETY
Agenda for the A.G.M. of the South African Collectors’ Society to be held at The Falstaff Hotel,
Leamington Spa at 17.00hrs on 10th November 2007.
1. Apologies.
2. Record of previous A.G.M.
3. Matters arising if not included elsewhere in the agenda.
4. The Hon. Chaiman’s report
5. The Hon. Secretary’s report.
6. The Hon. Treasurer’s report and ratification of annual subscription.
7. Reports from other officers of the Society.
8. Ratification of Officers of the Society.
9. Society meetings and events :
a) A brief report on those held. [if not already recorded in The Springbok.]
b) S.A.C.S. 60th anniversary.
c) Leicester & Portishead meetings for S.A.C.S. in 2008.
d) 2010 Spring Stampex Display by S.A.C.S. (24th – 27th Feb.)
e) A.B.P.S. Croydon 2007.
f) A.B.P.S. Harrogate 2008. (2nd-3rd May )
g) A.B.P.S. Manchester 2009.
h) A.B.P.S. Perth 2012.
i) Any others.
10. S.A.C.S. support for Youth Philately.
11. A.O.B. – if notified to the Secretary prior to the meeting.

SACS new web site
Chris Oliver has kindly arranged a new web site to tide us over till we get our web site updated. To do this we
need the passwords to access the web site from the ex librarian. As soon as we have this, we will update and
advise when it is ready. In the mean time go to:

Web Site: http://www.ukphilately.org.uk/Societies/sites_we_host/SAfrica.html
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Huguenot Commemorative Cover 1939
by Ray Glanville-Jones
In Dr Reiseners book on special covers and postmarks of South Africa, he records an illustrated cover for the first
day of issue of the Huguenot stamps on 17th July 1939. In addition, he illustrates another special cover, implying
that this was produced by the Government Printing Works for the Huguenot Commemoration Day on 18th September 1039. These covers were printed in black showing the Coat of Arms of Paarl at the centre coloured in Orange
and blue (Fig1). He adds that some covers were issued without colour but these must have been available on 17th
July (Fig2).
A similar cover, but with the Coat of Arms hand painted is shown in Fig 3. Note the clear mono colour blue ribbon
and the deeper shading on the lighter yellowish – orange of the supporters.
Since this hand painted cover, addressed to JH de Wet ( a relative perhaps) is typical of HJ de Wets limited copies, I submit that this one is one of the artists earliest productions and should be number 1 in the list of his work
reported in Sprinbok Vol39, p4 – 13 and 24 – 31 issued 1991.
(If anyone can confirm the use of fully printed cover on 17th July 1939 please advise through the Editor)

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3
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Report on the London meeting held at The Swedish Church on the
afternoon of Saturday, 29th September 2007.
by Chris Oliver
Eight members attended. We had apologies from two of our regular stalwarts, John Shaw and Fred Clark. Both of
them have recently undergone surgery, and we wish them well.
Eddie Bridges is intending to have the next Springbok to all members prior to the joint Southern Africa Societies
Conference in November. ( 9th – 11th ) This will include the auction list for that weekend, which Tony HowgraveGraham has almost completed.
The last issue for the year will be Springbok No. 300 and will also mark the 60th anniversary of the Society. Eddie
wishes to make this issue a special bumper issue. Our last special issue appeared in May 2000. One off
advertisements will be sought, in addition to special ones provided by our regular advertisers.
The Society is intending to have an exhibition on the village green at Stampex in Spring 2010. This will include
members material relative to the Union material as the centennial of the founding of the Union will occur shortly
after that date. Overseas visitors to this exhibition may take the opportunity to stay over for the International
Philatelic Exhibition which takes place, at the same venue, in May 2010.
Two provincial meetings are being planned for 2008, one in Leicester and one, in August, at Portishead. More
details later.
Four entries for the Abell Trophy were presented. These comprised: Eric Day – Imperial Airways to & from South
Africa; Tony Howgrave-Graham – King George V revenue stamps of South Africa; Chris Oliver – The first mobile
post office and, the winning entry, Eddie Bridges – The Darmstadt Trials. David Page acted as scrutineer and
presented the trophy to Eddie on behalf of the Society. Our congratulations to Eddie for such an excellent entry,
and to the others for keeping the standards of the entries high. The trophy will be duly engraved and re-presented
to Eddie at Leamington Spa.
Suggested topics for meetings at London in 2008 were three from the following: The Animals issue of the Union;
Republican booklets; Republican definitives – either the second or third issues; Republican air letters. The
December meeting would be “Any aspect of collecting other than South Africa”. Further details will be included on
the programme card and in the Springbok.
After a short break for refreshments, Tony Howgrave-Graham then lead the deliberations on the later issues of
the Union Officials. This was the requested sequel to his display of the early material, in September 2006. Tony’s
display of sets 14 to 23, enabled those present to examine these in depth. He explained that he could not
engender as much enthusiasm for the stereotype process block issues of the early 1950’s and these were not
therefore fully represented. In thanking Tony for this magnificent show, Eddie pointed out that with studies on the
Official Issues being carried out by Dr. Ian Matheson and by Bob Hisey as well as by Tony, the Society was
privileged in having members who were adding chapters to the information known about these overprints.

An Appeal
Mike Robinson has the following appeal for the following RSA issues he missed and just cannot seem to get hold
of 6.3.06 Airmail Letter 1v Bikes
15.2.06 Rock Paintings strip 5v
27.1.06 Year of the Dog sheet
If anyone can help, please contact Mike at the address below.
Mike Robinson
Barn Close
Beetham
Cumbria LA7 7AL
015395-63191
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Membership Matters
By Chris Oliver
Two of our honorary members, John Shaw and Fred Clark have recently undergone surgery. We send them both
our very good wishes for a speedy recovery and hope that they will be back, with tweezers at the ready, very
soon.
We welcome new members:
No. 1120 - Malcolm Groom from Tasmania.
No. 1121 - Ralph James Dickson from London.
No. 1122 - Mark Buckell from Amesbury, U.K.
No. 1123 - Simon Peetoom from Kenilworth, U.K.

The Bibliography illustrated to the left is a excellent CD with everything published on the
philately and postal history of the region listed
by subject and author.
It is available from the Study Circle from
John Dickson
Lismore House
Shepton Beauchamp
Illminster
Somerset TA19 0LJ

Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the RSA Stamp Study Group Newsletter
The RSA Stamp Study Group originated during the early eighties of the previous century from an informal group
of philatelists who were keen to study and research new Republic of South Africa Issues. Interest in the activities of the group increased to such an extent that during December 1982 the first edition of the group’s newsletter was published.
The committee has decided to publish a special edition of the newsletter during December of this year to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Study Group and the first edition of the newsletter.
I have been approached by the Chairman Theo Swart to publicise this event and invite members of SACS to
contribute articles and opinions in the newsletter. Anything is welcome on the Stamps of the RSA from one or
two paragraphs to say two pages in length.
One of the suggested articles or sections could be “Views from across the Ocean”
If any of our members feel they would like to contribute, please send this through to your editor who will forward
this on. If you are a member of this group, you can obviously send it direct as well.
Eddie Bridges
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Letters to the Editor
The following letter has been received from one of our regular correspondents. If anyone feels that they would
like to comment, please let me have your views. I did say a few years back that if I heard nothing from the membership about editorial content, I assume everyone is more or less happy. I have had no feedback till now.
The letter is published as is without editing.
Dear Eddie,
Referring to your introductory lines in The Springbok Vol. 55/2 (Apr?jun 2007), I would like to let you have a
comment.
Request for more in-depth articles.
As to my opinion, the older South African stamps and postal stationery, as well as a lot of postal history, have
already been subject to research and the results published, e.g. in the Union Handbook Catalogue. And that
which is already finished does not need another close examination, the number of themes diminished with every
new publication. As a result of this, some collectors put their attention to small plate errors and waste-paperprints, that which I personally do not find worthwhile too expensive to research. But this seems to be also due to
the
necessary “pocket money” for this sideline of the hobby, because proofs etc. which Namibia Post at present have
been selling to the public, are not cheap, while everybody can find “fly specs” and off-centred prints by checking
lots. Certainly, there are some more or less contemporary postal history themes of interest: vending machine
labels of South Africa and SWA, modern mailings to RSA from “uncommon” countries and vice versa (e.g. mails
from the Soviet Union and their allies to Apartheid –RSA– is there circumstantial evidence of censorship
existing?); mailings from contract workers within white areas of RSA to their families in their “homelands”; mails to
and from South Africa that were dispatched by private carrier services abroad. The South African Philatelist for
instance, is being delivered to my address by TNT Post, a competitor to Deutsche Post.
But all these themes are interesting to stamp collectors who already have found pleasure with South Africa.
Occasional readers of The Springbok (or visitors to your English meetings?) may possibly be attracted by a wider
range of countries, namely, the neighbouring states to RSA: Lesotho, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, Angola and by themes, like those nice Clivia flowers on the RSA souvenir sheet of last year, which
have got a kin in China, or like special stamps which are dealing with the important theme of AIDS/HIV which not
only South African, but a lot of African Postal service have been dealing with.
As to the lack of South African 2007 –special stamp issue to date: That which may go wrong in South Africa is
mainly a matter of South African citizens to deal with and if necessary, to accuse the Government. However, I
remember that South African postal services have been re-organised according to private business terms-see for
instance, the latest article by Franco Frescura which was printed in a previous issue of The Springbok. If things
do not work better than before the introduction of private business ways, I find correct to speak this out clearly.
Not only with regards to South Africa, the “privatising” of postal services is a theme in Europe as well as far as
Germany is concerned, I am sure against the will and intention of the majority of the people. Seen from this point
of view, it is interesting to know what happens with South African postal services, never mind stamp collecting!
Rudolf Lasar
Food for thought on the collecting fields Rudolf mentions. Does anyone out there still collect RSA? I have asked
this question before with no response. Unfortunately or fortunately the collectors who put pen to paper to write
something are those still studying the Union Issues. I will gladly publish RSA articles if these become available.
Bear in mind that we are a specialist Society and most members collect South Africa because of the interest still
to be found in the philately of this country. Ed.

Advertisers needed
If you are a dealer, part time dealer or know of a dealer, please look at the opportunities in advertising in
The Springbok.
We have an active membership who are always on the lookout for material to add to their collections.
The rising costs to produce the journal can only be absorbed if we have a few more advertisers.
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Union of South Africa: The Pictorial Definitives of 1926-54
How to distinguish the Major Printings
Eddie Bridges
Part 6
The 1/- “Wildebeest”

1927
Recess printing by Bradbury
Wilkinson
Colour: Brown and deep blue.
Background of area framing the
central scene has short vertical
lines on the top and bottom and
horizontal ones along the sides

Design details

1932
Printed by the Government Printer in Pretoria using the Rotogravure process.
Colour: Blackish Brown and blue (shades).
Lines still there but cruder. The curved top
of left inner frame has no coloured lines
projecting inwards from it. Shading of the
last 'A' in country name partly covers the
flower below.

Design details
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1939
Hyphenated Rotogravure printing
Colour: Brown and blue (shades).
'SUID-AFRIKA' is hyphenated.
On the curved top of the left inner
frame, the coloured lines have
returned. Frame is chalky blue.

Design details

1948
Hyphenated Rotogravure
Colour: Brown and blue (shades).
Much as the 1939 printing but new
cylinders in fully screened rotogravure. Design made up of tiny
squares of colour arranged in
straight diagonal lines.

Design details
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Summary of the 1/- Issues
There are also many shades of the various printings as it appears that orders for new stamps were never completed in one print run. Each time a new print run was started the ink mixture changed slightly.
Sheet numbers in the right margins also assist in identifying printings as these appeared in various forms. 4
figure black, blue and red. Five figure numbers also appeared when the stamps were printed on the newer
Rotogravure machine purchased in later years.
UHB #

Issue Plate/cylinder numbers

Date

Bradbury Recess printed 14½x14 Perf. Group I

29

1

(1) and (1x)

1927

Bradbury Recess printed 14½x14 Perf. Group II

29A

1

(1) and (1x)

1927

Bradbury Recess printed 14½x14 Perf. Group II

29B

2

(2) and (2x)

1927

Bradbury Recess printed 14½x14 Perf. Group III

29C

2

(2) and (2x)

1927

42

1

7020 & 6927

1932

Rotogravure Printing upright wmk.

42A

2

6926 & 22

1938

Hyphenated Rotogravure Printing

50

3

6925 & 38

1939

Hyphenated Rotogravure Printing

50A

4

14 & 6027

1948

Rotogravure Printing upright & inverted wmk

BRITISH EMPIRE SPECIALISTS
QV-KGVI INCLUDING SOUTH AFRICA
Sets, Single items, Postmarks, Varieties, Revenues,
Postal History, Postal Stationery.
If you have a wants list please contact us
We publish a buy/bid catalogue of British Colonial
issues and a Postal Auction Catalogue which covers
the whole world, these catalogues are produced three times a year,
if you would like copies please contact:

DAVID LOFFSTADT
P O Box 107 Bromley, Kent BR2 8ZA
Tel: 020 8462 7185 Fax: 020 8462 7387
E:mail davidloffstadt@yahoo.co.uk

For the Elusive and Unusual in
Southern African Philately
contact

John-Peter Wharton-Hood
Tel: +27 (0)11 478 2457
Fax: +27 (0)11 478 2458
e-mail: johnpwh@iafrica.com
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RSA Stamp Issuing Programme back on Track?
By Eddie Bridges
The news has come that the minister for Post has now approved the stamp issuing programme and that a “blitz”
will be done by Philatelic Services to issue the backlog of stamp issues in quick succession.
Reports in the South African Philatelic press indicates that it has not all been plain sailing. Issue are not always
appearing as announced.
For what it is worth, the revised new issue programme is produced here.
South African Bird Series (owls)
3 August 2007
Big 5 booklet (redesign)
17 August 2007
Centenary of Scouting
22 August 2007
Chinese Lunar Year of the Pig
7 September 2007
2008 UPU Conference in Kenya
26 September 2007
World Post Day 2007
9 October 2007 125 Anniversary of the first telephone exchange in Port Elizabeth
International Polar and Heliophysical year 31 October 2007
Mills of South Africa
9 November 2007
FIFA 2010 Football World Cup
23 November 2007
150th Anniversary of the Union Castle Line 5 December 2007

SPOT A WINNING DEALER!
...IN JUST TWO QUICK STEPS
1. Identify PAUL VAN ZEYL t/a RAND STAMP AUCTIONS in this

picture

2. Contact him to discuss how we can help each other, to get a “win-win”
(auction or direct sale) result at:
e-mail: paulvz@mweb.co.za; Tel +27 (0)12 329 2464; Fax +27 (0)12 329 3157
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