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Events for your Diary 2009 
 

 

 
 

London Meetings commence at 1.30 pm 
Carlisle Meetings commence at 10.00 am 

 
7th Mar.                 SACS London meeting              Subject: Silver Jubilee & other Union Commemoratives. 
28th Mar                SACS Carlisle meeting              Subject: Open meeting 
2nd May                SACS London meeting              Subject: Joint meeting with Cinderella P.S. 
23rd May.              SACS Leicester meeting           Subject: Open meeting 
9th Aug.                 SACS Portishead meeting         Subject: Open meeting 
26th Sep.               SACS Carlisle meeting              Subject: Sport, games and past-times in South Africa 
3rd Oct.                 SACS London meeting              Subject: Abell Trophy & The Homelands 
28th Nov.               SACS London meeting              Subject: Republican Postcards 
 
13-15th Nov.                    Southern African Societies Convention Falstaff Hotel Leamington Spa 
 

Other Events for 2009 
 
25-28th Feb.          Spring Stampex, Business Design Centre, Islington, London. 
26-28th Feb.          Spring Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, Vincent Sq. London 
13th June              Swinpex in Swindon 
11th July                Midpex in Coventry 
16-19th July           Philatelic Congress at Salford, Manchester 
16-19th Sep.          Autumn Stampex, Business Design Centre, Islington, London 
5-7th Nov               Autumn Philatex, Royal Horticultural Halls, Vincent Sq. London. 
 

For further details, please contact the secretary.  We have several joint meetings in the year. 
Please support these events. 

 
 

From the Editors Desk 

Well, here we are in 2009 already and also entering my sixth year as Editor!  It only feels like yesterday when I 
took over from the late Franz Heymann.  It has in many ways been an enjoyable challenge to try and bring the 
journal up to a modern look within the Societies financial means. I hope I have managed this and if any members 
have any further proposals, I would be delighted to hear them.  This is your journal.  However members must real-
ise that the Editor’s main task is to collate and layout the articles within the Journal, not write all the articles!  I 
therefore rely heavily on the membership to feed me with information and articles, no matter how long or short.  
Do not think that I have enough when you see the Journal appear each quarter.  It is very useful to have a basket 
filled with a number of articles and news snippets etc. to enable me to select items to provide a balanced spread 
of articles.  This is not happening at the moment as I mostly get Union related material.  I desperately need arti-
cles on the Republican period.  I sense a renewed interest in this period.  It would be good if we could stimulate 
this a bit more with more articles.  I have e-mailed the RSA Study Group to see if they are able to send me the 
electronic files of the series they are running in their Journal at the moment.  They have given us permission to 
use these articles, but it is very time consuming to retype all the information and rescan the illustrations.  In most 
cases I do not have the original material in my collection so have to scan from their Journal.  The quality is then 
not very good.  Hopefully they can supply us with the electronic files, which will make life a lot easier.  I currently 
spend approximately 20-25 hours putting an Issue of The Springbok together. 
 

I have published the ABPS bulletin in full here as it contains important information for members. 
 

This year will be spent arranging the Exhibition at Stampex 2010.  This is an exciting event which we hope as 
many members as possible will support and visit. 
 

The new stamp issuing programme for South Africa is not to hand yet.  I will publish the list in the next issue , if 
available. 
                                                                                                                                                         Eddie Bridges 
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Membership Matters 
 

by Chris Oliver 
 

New e-mail addresses: 
Please note that several office bearers e-mail addresses have changed.  These changes have been made on the 
relevant page.  These are Bill Branney, Eddie Bridges and our representative in the USA, Morgan Farrell. 
 
Members Resigned: 
Michael Gray [No.1096] has advised that he has given up collecting South African stamps after 73 years and does 
not wish to renew his membership. He joined the Society in 2005 and has enjoyed his membership. 
 
New Members: 
We welcome the following new members. 
Peter Dix of Dundee                                                                No. 1134 
 
Subscriptions for 2009: 
Your subscription renewal notice was included with the last Springbok.  Please remit to Chris Oliver if you have 
not done so already. 
 
Midpex 2009 
We have booked a table for Midpex on 11th July and will need folk to help man it, please. Please contact Chris 
Oliver if you intend to visit and could man our table for an hour or so. 
 
Garry Brown  
We have received tragic news from our Australian member Gary Brown that he lost his son Adrian, Adrian’s wife 
Mirribelle and 3 children, Eric [8] , Matthew [7] and Brielle [3] in the Kinglake bushfires.  
On behalf of all the members of SACS, we have sent our condolences to Gary and his wife Robyn. 
 
 

 
New address 

 
Simon Peetoom has advised that he now has a Post Box number which is as follows: 
 
AfricaStamps, PO Box 740, Altrincham, WA15 5DG. UK. 
 
See his advert below.  He welcomes correspondence and your wants list if you are not connected to the web. 
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I have published this ABPS Bulletin here in full for information.  This is the easiest way to get the information to all members.  
Please let your Editor know if this is something you would like or not like to see in a Specialist Society Journal.  Ed. 
 
 

ABPS EXECUTIVE BULLETIN NUMBER 13 
January 2009 

 
COUNCIL & EXECUTIVE MEET AT YORK 
The Council and the Executive Committee held meetings at York on 17th January to try to move discussions around the coun-
try. Regrettably, the Council meeting was poorly attended by Federation and Specialist Society ABPS representatives. The 
Chairman would be interested to know why? 
 
Finances of ABPS are raising some concerns as a result of falling membership. There was a break even position in 2008 but 
Treasurer, Nigel Gooch, reported “the accounts are not a pretty sight”. The focus is currently on bringing more clubs and so-
cieties into the national association with many positive messages to encourage support. 
 
ABPS News: The printing arrangements are currently under review to try to reduce printing and circulation costs. Some 2000 
copies are distributed, four times each year. 
Please remember to send in your reports to our Editor, Hugh Feldman prior to the copy deadlines – the next being 15th Febru-
ary. They should be sent by e-mail to hugh@feldman.f9.co.uk or typed in a clear format. He needs more photos too! 
 
Website: A major review of the site is now taking place. It is felt that we are not doing justice to the profile and activity of 
ABPS. Colin Searle presented a paper to Council and explained “the whole ethos is for a new database-driven web site with a 
comprehensive, national calendar and links which will be professional produced and maintained”. 
 
ONE FRAME COMPETITION AT SPRING STAMPEX 
A new competition for collectors will be displayed from 25th to 28th February at Spring Stampex. 
Already around 65 entries have been received. 
 
ABPS AWARDS 
Nominations are still invited for the 2009 Awards of Merit and for the Congress Medal, which should be sent to Susan Oliver 
by the closing date - March 1st 2009 
 
MIDPEX 2009 
The date for your diary is 11th July 2009 at the brand new Xcel Leisure Centre, Mitchell Avenue, Canley, COVENTRY, CV4 
8DY, from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm. The ABPS 2009 AGM, an ABPS Council Meeting, and the 2009 THEMATICA competi-
tions will also be held alongside MIDPEX in the Xcel Centre.  
 
THE CENTENARY CONGRESS 
The 2009 Congress will be held at the Copthorne Hotel, Manchester from 16th to 19th July. Booking forms are now available 
from searlec@gmail.com .  Further information can be found at www.pcgb.org.uk 
Gerald Marriner, Chairman of the Congress Committee, reports that HM The Queen has graciously consented to be Patron of 
the Centenary Congress.  
Congress will start at 2.30pm on the Thursday. It will be officially opened by The Mayor of Salford. The RDP Ceremony will 
be on Friday afternoon at Manchester Town Hall. The Lowry Museum and the Imperial War Museum are just some of the 
other attractions close at hand. 
A new publication celebrating 100 Years of the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain is being prepared.  
 
2010: July 22-25th at the Holiday Inn, Kenilworth, Warwickshire. The theme will be King George V. 
 
2012: Plans are moving forward for Congress at Perth in October 2012. Their Committee desires to host the national competi-
tions around the same time. 
 
UPDATES OF PUBLICATIONS 
The 2009 edition of Philatelic Lecturers and Displays will be distributed within the next few weeks. The ABPS Handbook 
and Directory will in future be issued as two separate volumes.  The 2009 ABPS Directory, which will now become an an-
nual publication, will be published by Summer and a new ABPS Handbook will follow a short time later.  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                            Continued on next page….. 
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SUPPORT ABPS PERSONALLY AS A FRIEND OR PATRON 
Why not become a personal member of ABPS and support philately in the UK? 
Why not do more to support ABPS and its efforts to promote philately by becoming a Friend (£20) or Patron (£50) person-
ally?  Please send your donation to Alan D Godfrey, ABPS Membership Secretary,  
8 Gerard Road, ALCESTER, B49 6QG. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS TO FEDERATIONS 
Members of the Executive Committee are willing to attend Federation and other regional events by invitation to talk about the 
role of ABPS. 
If you would like to know more about ABPS and its activities, please contact the PR Officer, John Davies on 01295 255831 
or e-mail davies1890@btinternet.com 
 
STAMP ACTIVE NETWORK 
ABPS continues to support and promote youth philately through the Stamp Active Network. They are launching a new e-mail 
newsletter with activities for leaders of school and junior stamp clubs. 
If you are a club leader and would like to register, please email stampactive@btinternet.com 
 
WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS 
New workshops for existing judges are being planned to update judges later this year. If Federations would like to have work-
shops on any subject, please contact John Sussex johndc.sussex@btinternet.com 
 
Warwick       7th Feb             Judging Seminar 
NPS               24th Feb          Hands-On Computing           
Scotland        28th March      Judging Seminar 
Thatcham      28th March      NPS Regional Meeting 
NPS               20th Aug         Using the NPS Library 
Laemington   26th Sept         NPS Regional Meeting 
 
LONDON 2010 
The London 2010 web site www.london2010.org.uk/ now contains the first bulletin and entry forms. 
 
ABPS UK COLLECTORS CLUB 
Exhibitors are now being invited to register for participation in FIP/FEPA events.  66 collectors have registered so far. 
Please remember that information about the rules of exhibiting and judging can be found on the www.ukphilately.co.uk  web-
site.     
 
USING E-BULLETIN INFORMATION 
Please ensure this bulletin is seen by all your members. Any information contained in this e-bulletin can be reproduced in any 
society publications, but please acknowledge the source as the ABPS E-Bulletin. You are also welcome - and encouraged - to 
read any of the information to members at your meetings. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO GIVE YOUR COMMENTS, please contact those mentioned above, or the ABPS 
General Secretary Colin Searle at his new address which is: The Old Post Office, 1 Wellesbourne Road, Barford, WAR-
WICK, CV35 8EL. Tel: 07879 665658. E-mail: searlec@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Association of British Philatelic Societies Limited.  Company Number 3326534. 
Registered in England. Registered Office: Greystones, Green Lane, Crowborough, TN6 2BX  



 
Jan/Mar 2009                                                                                    Page 6                                                                  The Springbok  Vol. 57/1

 
 

Lutz Heffermann 
 

(Publisher of the South African Stamp Colour Catalogue) 
 

Further to the announcement in the last issue of his tragic death, Max Whitlock has advised that he has been in-
formed that the South African Colour Catalogue will continue to be published and we will be kept informed. 

 

 
 
 

SACS Exhibition at Stampex 2010 
 

Arrangements and planning are now moving forward and we should have a clear picture of the event as well as 
the exhibits (displays) we will be looking for.  We hope top make this a memorable event but this will require the 
support of all the members to actively participate in some way. 
 
It looks like we will have approximately 200 frames of 16 pages each to fill!  If you feel you would like to show a 
part of your collection, please let me know.  We would like to give as many members possible an opportunity to 
show something.  I also need some articles and ideas for the proposed souvenir booklet we would like to produce. 
If you have any ideas, please let me know. 
 
Thanks to the members who have already volunteered some help and offer to display something. 
 
                                                                                                                                              Eddie Bridges 

 

BRITISH EMPIRE SPECIALISTS  
QV-KGVI INCLUDING SOUTH AFRICA 

 
 

Sets, Single items, Postmarks, Varieties, Revenues, 
 Postal History, Postal Stationery. 

If you have a wants list please contact us  
We publish a buy/bid catalogue of British Colonial  

issues and a Postal Auction Catalogue which covers  
the whole world, these catalogues are produced three times a year,  

if you would like copies  please contact:  
 
 

DAVID LOFFSTADT 
P O Box 107 Bromley, Kent BR2 8ZA 

Tel: 020 8462 7185 Fax: 020 8462 7387 
E:mail davidloffstadt@yahoo.co.uk 
Member of PTS for over 30 years.  



 
Jan/Mar 2009                                                                                    Page 7                                                                  The Springbok  Vol. 57/1

LOOKING FOR THE UNUSUAL (OR THE USUAL) 

1892-4 Cape of Good Hope ½d slate/white Postal Stationery Envelope with addit. 1d KEVII red tied by  manu-
script WALVIS BAY 5/7/09 in black pen, to Swakopmund, with very neat arrival postmark 12.7.09.  

Similar material on our regular postal auctions. Auction Catalogues viewable on the internet at: www.
philatelicfriends.com or printed catalogues available on request.  

Email us at: info@philatelicfriends.com 
P.O. Box 26456 Hout Bay 7872 South Africa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Query 
 

The scan of the Air Letter shown on the right was sent 
by the Airmails collector, Barry Smith now residing in 
Cape Town.  (formally UK) 
“Can you please throw any light on the attached air 
letter re. the Python statement ? It is dated inside on 
9th. Oct. 1945 and, 6567a/GHQP/8-45 is printed on 
the back page. I've only seen one other, also used. 
The late Tom Mullins of Port Elizabeth, who was the 
SA WW2 specialist, said he had never seen one.  
Would appreciate your help as I know you have  
written a booklet on air letters. 
I have not seen this before either.  Has anyone any 
information on this?  Ed 
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South Africa 
South West Africa 

Fully illustrated lists available for the above countries.  Two lists available for  
South Africa, one featuring better single items, sets and varieties and the sec-

ond, Postal History.  If you would like a copy, please contact: 

OTTO PEETOOM 
 

ORMSKIRK STAMPS 
 

Rectory Road, Roos, Near HULL, East Yorkshire, HU12 0LD England 
 

             TEL:  01964 670239                                                   INTERNATIONAL  +44 1964 670239 
             FAX:  01964 671204                                                                                        +44 1964 671204 
                                                   Website:  www.rhodesianstamps.net 
 

For those with other interests, we have separate lists for The Rhodesias including 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Bob Hisey writes from the USA and takes me to task over the Caslon comment in the last Springbok. 
 

Enjoyed the last issue as always. However...  
I must comment on the Caslon article.  
I can not speak to all uses you refer to, but on a couple I would take exception.  
The SA and SWA Official overprints were made using slugs made by a linotype machine, which cast "line of type" 
from raw metal using Linotype machine's own type moulds. (Some were similar to Caslon, but they certainly did 
not pay Caslon for the design.) This is borne out by the evidence of type metal leakage which can show up as the 
so-called apostrophes, and the high incidence of faulty type resulting from the use of the cheapest metal instead 
of the expensive type metal used by the foundries.  
First hand testimony is given by the testimony of the GPO press foreman in his trial in the 30's, as reported by 
Natie Becker in his book "The Overprinted Stamps of South West Africa to 1930". Especially note p 159 which 
lists the 'slugs' recovered from the accused. (The whole incident bears close reading as it contains a lot of infor-
mation)  
"The following is a summary of the "slugs" recovered from the accused, made from a "pull" of the type:-  
(3) "Official" (Gibbons type O1)  
etc, etc.""  
This clearly does not refer to loose type letters, but to slugs of the whole word, obviously from a Linotype ma-
chine, which we know the GPO had for production of the interminable government notices, regulations, etc.  
Other recovered slugs were SWA overprints, but that I know little of.  
The OVS overprints VRI were hand-set in a serif typeface very similar to Caslon, and we know that at least some 
of the spacers were definitely from Caslon, as when they were inserted upside down, the name Caslon can be 
read in mirror form on the resulting print.  
As an aside, the specific type face named "Caslon" is a serif typeface, while the Official overprints are sans-serif.  
I suspect that generally the Union Overprints were Lin-o-Type slugs, but can not support that. 
 
Please see page with the Caslon example in the Study Collection of Ian Matheson showing the mirror image of 
the Caslon slug with the name on the back.  Set 6 1d Roto Issue 7. 
Natie Becker also mentions in his book the “Caslon Intrusion” on page 165. 
Mike Tonking also sent some info and illustrates the example that appears in Beckers book on page 166! 
See page 31 for the information from Mike.  My apologies if I made a misleading statement.  But some of it is 
valid! 
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Auction Report Jan-June 2008 
 

by Tony Howgrave-Graham 
 

I have to say I think this has been the quietest six months I’ve reported on, with only one sale of real substance – 
so – I’ll start with a few observations about e-bay. I read Seb Payne’s article in the last Springbok with interest. 
There are certainly some remarkably good buys to be had, but one does have to trawl through 1-2000 lots to find 
the 2 or 3 worth bidding on. The percentages of catalogue he quotes are probably about right, but they are gener-
ally for the more common material we already have and very many described as fine are clearly not! If one looks 
at the other end of the market (see Spink), the prices are often remarkably high for the rare stuff – often over 50% 
and sometimes over full catalogue. The more interesting items on e-bay are often the postal history ones and, as 
at Leamington, there is often stiff competition for these with good prices being achieved. And don’t count your 
chickens! There are a lot of “snipers” about. I well remember a rather good lot which I appeared to have got for 
£11-50 with a second to go. By the time I’d got from the bidding page to the confirmation of success I found a last 
millisecond bid had pushed my outlay to £115, only a fiver short of my maximum! As I’ve said many a time, auc-
tion prices and values are mostly very different things and, if one’s looking at one’s hobby as an investment, go for 
the top end of the market. As “enthusiasts” I suspect we mostly muddle along in the middle, paying for our pleas-
ures and getting the occasional “good buy” which makes us think the whole process is very worthwhile. Meantime 
we go on paying for our pleasures! 
 

So – to the one auction of substance. This was at Spink on 14 March where the “Weston” collection of South 
West African King’s heads fell under the hammer. I suspect the South Africa King’s heads came from the same 
source so I’ll start with these. Spink now charges a 20%(+VAT) buyers’ commission and many lots attracted 5% 
VAT on the hammer price, so I’ve included these in the realisations which I describe as “cost”. The 1913 King’s 
head 10/- with inverted watermark, described as fu but appearing to have a nibbed perf at the top and shortish 
perfs bottom right (Fig.1) cost £1092. A perforated B6 of the 1923 Harrison 1d springbok essay in black & blue, 
um, cost £154; the same in violet & blue £167; the 1925 9d Air imperf between margin and stamp, um, £222; a 
used single of the 1926 London ½d with missing “1” in its value (Fig.2) £432; the 1927 2d perf 14 with inverted 
watermark £593 for a marginal B4, um, but with numerous short perfs on the top right stamp; a rather muckily re-
constructed B6 of the 1930 roto 1d (Fig.3) with missing and partly missing frames, a surprising £1048; the 1932 
“steel blue” 1d from issue 9 in a B6 with paper join, a more modest £99 and the, dare I repeat “infamous”?, 1½d 
official with horizontal overprint, in an um B4 (one stamp with a “light corner bend”), £618. 
 

The SWA King’s heads contained some very fine material – the prices quoted are again “cost”. The Jan ’23 1st 
setting set, SG1-12, cost £1670 and £1220 (both lmm, the former slightly finer); the “E” set in singles opt SPECI-
MEN, £1028 and the “A” set the same. The 1d with inverted overprint cost £192 & £205 and the nice “Afrika/
Africa” over “Suid-/South West” variety (Fig.4), “fresh mint” cost £514; the 2d ovpt inverted on a fine mint B4, 
£1092 (78% of catalogue); the currently “unique” 1/- pair with missing stop after “Afrika” (Fig.5) with matching ½d 
& 1d, £6,250; the 1/3 with ovpt inverted, lmm, £308 (82%) of catalogue) and more heavily mounted, £154; a nice 
10/- pair from the bottom left corner of the right pane, £2056; and the litho shiny ink set of 7, £411 and £257 for a 
slightly less fine set. 
 

Of the 1923 (March) 10mm spaced high values the 10/- in a pair with gutter margin at left and with no stop after 
Afrika, lmm but with the top 2 perfs separated, cost £1028 (46% of catalogue) whilst a marginal pair of the £1 with 
the same variety cost £4309 (86% of cat. – showing how expensive minor faults can be!). All the later set basic 
stamps were present in the sale and virtually all sold for similar prices including the £1 with missing stop after 
SWA (SG57a) in a fine B4 which cost £1670 (94% of catalogue!). I remember earlier this year an American dealer 
offering a very fine similar lot as a collection at 40% of catalogue and thinking it was overpriced. Maybe I was 
wrong – mind you – you did have to find about £20,000 to purchase it! 
 

The 1937 ½d to 10/- set of 9 opt SPECIMEN, “fine mint” cost £540 (90% of catalogue) whereas a “generally fine 
mint” set made £154 (26% of catalogue – a remarkable difference – they looked much of a muchness in the pho-
tos). The 1930 (Dec) Air 4d with ovpt inverted in a bottom left corner B4 cost £385 and the 1/- double overprint, 
um, but toned “as usual”, £411. Of the postage dues a setting I strip of 5+1 from the top of the sheet with 4 of the 
supposed 7 vertical roulettes missing (Fig.6) cost £8700 (335% of catalogue! – Amazing!). The rare but dull look-
ing 1d PD pair from setting II, SG D13, “fine mint” cost £14,833! (124% of catalogue – it’s remarkable that if only 
10 pairs are thought to exist, “several of which are defective”, that it’s been offered 3 times in the last 3 years). 
This seems to be the same pair that made £9200 in the Gilbert sale in June 2005. The other made $17,250 in the 
Victoria Stamp Co. sale in June ’06. (see previous auction reports for both) 
 

More to my budget (and interest as I own similar!) were the 1931 & 1933 penalty overprints (doubled on the 1931 
£1) from the proof sheets and affixed to thin card. Each set of 7 in B4s cost £205. More to my taste (but not my 
budget!) were the Madagascar specimens. The setting I set of 12 (½d to £1) each in a strip of 3 and on a single  
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 piece (Fig.7), cost £6494, seemingly better value than the setting VI 1/-, 10/- & £1 in B6’s, handstamped SPECI-
MEN, again on a single piece at £5022. Interestingly, with all the high prices, the 1954 animal set of 25 colour tri-
als cost £770 (about £30 each compared to the £40 each at Welz last November). (see auction report) 
 

Talking of Welz, their 13 May sale was only the second ever when I haven’t been tempted to a single bid. It did 
show that scarce postmarks on ordinary material can just about reach the 3-figure mark. A 1913 postcard franked 
1d cancelled by a Wildebeestlaagte cds (+ a 1915 Paardeplaats) made R1521. The recess printed 5/- perf 
14x13½ (down) made R5850 for a used B4 with one short corner perf at the bottom, whilst a fu pair of the Gp.III 
(perf up), on piece, made a surprising R9360 (approximately £585!). The unhyphenated 2d blue & violet, um, 
made R2808 (about £175). Much of the SWA, which included a number of re-offers, remained unsold, although 
it’s interesting to note that the modern imperforates mostly sold at about estimate. 
 

The only other sale I’ll mention is the 28 May Harmers. They’ve put the buyers’ premium up to 18% + VAT which 
follows the trend. This may be because they offer decent reductions in vendors’ premiums for better consign-
ments. Of the 15 lots on offer only 5 sold but it did contain the 1913-24 set, plus coils, mm & um, which made 
£412; the 1927-30 recess printed set, “og with a few minor wrinkles”, £194; the 2/6 blue & brown official with diae-
resis, og, £509 and the unissued 1987 Bible Society 40c, um, £266 (compared to approximately £220 at Welz and 
a catalogue value of £450). 
 

So, Spink apart, let’s hope for a bit more in the 2nd half of this year. Otherwise my light hearted comment of last 
year, that Leamington may prove the highlight of the year, could yet prove to be the case! 
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Editors Note:  The two reports by Tony are published back to back as the Jan-Jun 2008 part of the report 
got misplaced.  Apologies for that.  Ed. 

 
Auction Report  July-Dec. 2008 

 
by Tony Howgrave-Graham 

 
So – not too far off with Leamington being the highlight of the year! Almost certainly true in terms of the 
number of lots, and their range, of collector interest on offer. However, I’ll finish with comments on this. 

 

Also of some interest is comparing realisations of the same, or similar, items in different auctions. As usual Gros-
venor lead the way in both estimated values and comparative realisations of note. They had some nice material 
on offer on 21 November. I’ll start with the superb horizontal marginal strip of 4x 1941-8 1½d with missing yellow-
buff on the centre 2 stamps, also partly missing on the 2 adjoining stamps (Fig.8). The description continued “we 
can only trace a vertical pair of this variety. The rarest GVI missing colour & probably a unique piece”. It was esti-
mated £20-25,000. I fear I may be about to incur some more wrath from Northern England – but I’m not sure it is 
the rarest – how about the Issue 4 1/- gnu? – and I’ve certainly seen a few on offer over the years in horizontal 
pairs (eg Harmers, Oct. 1996 where it made £863). Gibbons catalogue it at £2250. These last two suggestions 
are superfluous, however, as it is the same strip that made 126,500R at Welz in Aug.’07 (approximately £7,500). 
As there is no reason why its value should have trebled in just over a year it remained unsold. Also unsold again 
were the 1947 Royal Visit set of colour trials (3 of each value) at an estimated £2800-£3200. The unissued 1987 
Bible Society 40c also failed to sell at £250-300. There’s obviously a sheet broken up on offer. They’re appearing 
everywhere. I mentioned 2 that sold in part 1 of this report (£266 at Harmers & c£220 at Welz). One has just 
slipped through at Cavendish for £140! 
 

However, on to what did sell! – and it was all reasonably estimated! Of the officials the 1926 6d (fine mint mar-
ginal) made £188, the 2/6 blue & brown with diaeresis £247 (compare to the £509 at Harmers in part 1!), the 1½d 
with diaeresis (stated to be on one stamp only which attracted my interest, but, in fact, it was on both) £200 for a 
fu pair; the 2d, SGO36a, with diaeresis, made £223 in an arrow B4, um; the small 2d with small ovpt, SGO35, 
made £1764 for an um top marginal pair and the 2d with ovpt inverted, SGO45a, £529, also for an um pair. These 
last two items are of equal rarity  and I remember discussing the discrepancy in “value” with John Shaw. As is not 
unusual with John – he had the answer! Apparently the sheet of the former was divided in two and marketed by 
two dealers – one of whom was Gibbons – hence its ready acceptance into the catalogue despite its dubious 
status, plus a place in the GVI pre-printed albums – so, a ready demand created! Of the SWA the 1923 setting I 
set in “mainly fine fresh mint pairs” made £612 (compared with £1670 & £1220 at Spink – again see part 1 of this 
report). So – one can’t claim there aren’t some good buys available at Grosvenor despite the odd excessive esti-
mate. 
 

The Victoria Stamp Company also held a sale on Dec 6th. With the £ so weak against the $ I gave it a miss but it 
did throw up some more comparisons. The first SWA specimen sets in English or Afrikaans both failed to sell at 
estimates of $800 each despite having cost £1028 each at Spink! The sale also had a nice maritime cover (Fig.9). 
Sent to the Captain of the Bark Bolgen via the Norwegian consulate at Port Nolloth it required forwarding to Cape 
Town. So a question for postage due fanatics – why charge a single overseas rate for inland forwarding? Anyway 
it was estimated at $200 which I thought a bit steep, so I didn’t bid. It had a hammer price of $100 – a price that I 
might well have exceeded – another case of overestimating killing an item. 
 

The only other sale of note was Welz in October but as they didn’t get their catalogues out until November, there 
isn’t much one can say about it! It did contain some fine King’s head material – luckily our resident specialist in 
these issues was forewarned. 
 

So – on (or back!) to Leamington. The list of realisations has been published so I won’t repeat them except for the 
occasional comment. The total of nearly £10k sold was again good and the commission should make next year’s 
conference a merry one again – and leave your auctioneer rather jaded by Sunday afternoon, again! There were 
some surprises in what sold well and what sold at, or near, reserve. The fiercest bidding was for the Vryburg front 
(lot 73). It made £240 against the vendor’s low reserve of £100. I happened across it in an old Welz catalogue af-
ter the event, and noted that it, in fact, made a bit more then than the £240. The nice Montagu cover (lot 40) made 
£68 (res £40), the St Helena POW cover (lot 40) a double reserve £60 and the Mamathes cover (lot 112) a near 
treble reserve £100 whilst the pretty Keimoes cover (lot 401) went for less than I’d expected at £40. The 1927-30 
recess printed material sold much better than I’d thought it would, whereas the collections, for which I’d expected 
fierce competition as they were all cheaply reserved, went fairly lamely.  The other group I’d expected more com-
petition for was the proof and trial items, lots 168-179. Whilst all bar one sold, quite a number were at reserve. 
Otherwise I can but repeat the observations of last year. 
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Nothing is ever certain in an auction but at Leamington interesting covers sell very well and we do exceptionally 
well selling members collections of things rather than their duplicates and discards. An estate lot, carefully broken 
down and prepared, and reserved at £3100, with a few post auction sales, made £4,500 for the estate and was all 
but 100% sold. This represents approximately £6k in sales at a larger auction house, a total unlikely to have been 
realised. It is unlikely that the same attention would have been paid to detailing what major auction houses would 
consider minor lots. We achieved the same sort of result last year for a member selling the remainder of his sub-
stantial collection. 
 

So if you’re thinking of selling part of your collection to concentrate on other things, or wondering who should dis-
pose of your collection after your death, do consider the Leamington auction. For the last 2 years considerable 
effort has been put into securing a good deal for the seller. In both cases all was disposed of for good prices, and 
in one fell swoop. The vendors also had the satisfaction of knowing that they were supporting philately in general 
in the Conference Fund as well as buying their friends and associates a round of drinks. What could be better?! 
Could I ask that you start looking out material now for this year’s sale, and could you get it to me by June or July? 
Please remember that reserve prices are not estimated values but about 60% of them. If there is a strong feeling 
that you would prefer e/vs I’d be happy to change. Small lots take just as much effort to prepare as large so I 
would ask that you aim for a minimum reserve of £5. This isn’t absolute, but I would suggest clumping multiple £1 
or £2 lots together, where appropriate. 

                                                                                                                                                          Thanks.   

As usual, Tony has provided members with an excellent overview on the market for South African Material on 
Auction.  We as members are grateful for this service. 
 
Tony has done an excellent job of the Auctions at the Leamington weekend for the last number of years.  He in-
vests a large amount of time and effort into this. 
 
If you are considering selling part or all of your collection or have items to auction at the next Leamington 
weekend in November, please get in touch with Tony now! 
                                                                                                                                              Eddie Bridges 
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South African Collectors’ Society 
 

Exhibition 
 

Spring Stampex  
 

24-27 February 2010 

 
The South African Collectors’ Society will be staging an exhibition to commemorate the  

Centenary of the establishment of the Union of South Africa on 31 May 1910. 
 

This is an exhibit that should not be missed by Union collectors.  We hope to be able to  
exhibit a selection of material that covers the Union period as comprehensively as possible. 

 
This will include stamps of the Interprovincial period, definitives, commemoratives, postal 

history, airmails, postal stationary and much more. 
 

In addition, we hope this exhibition will attract local  as well as overseas collectors and will 
inspire dealers to bring along good material to cater to the interests of  

South African collectors. 
 
In addition, a meeting of the South African Collectors Society will take place during the event 
and it is hoped to attract a renowned collector to do a talk on some aspect of Union Philately. 

 
An exhibition catalogue will be available and members of the Society will have an information 
stand to assist collectors and potential collectors of the Union and Republic of South Africa. 

Exh
ibitio
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1d Ship overprinted for use in South West Africa 
 

by Eddie Bridges 
 
This territory to the North-West of the Union of South Africa, was mandated to South Africa after the First World 
War (1914-1918) by the League of Nations.  South Africa occupied South West Africa on the 19th July 1915 and 
was given the mandate in 1919. 
 
From July 1915 to 31st December 1922, the stamps of the Union of South Africa were used and could only be 
identified as used in South West Africa by the postmarks.  From January 1923 the stamps of the Union of South 
Africa were overprinted South West Africa/Siudwes Africa for use in the territory.  The Ship penny was also sub-
jected to overprinting for use in South West Africa after its introduction on 1st January 1926.  The overprint styles 
and types changed several times over the years and this article attempts to clarify the number of printings and is-
sues.  Much has been written about these issues but no publication has managed to list them all correctly.  The 
Official/Offiseel overprints were also done for Government use.  The Ship penny was withdrawn from use after the 
introduction of the 1st Pictorial definitives of South West Africa on the 5th March 1931. 
 

Specimen Overprints 
 

No evidence has been found to date that any of the Waterlow printings overprinted for use in South West Africa, 
were hand stamped or overprinted “Specimen”.  These were distributed through the U.P.U. without any identifica-
tion as Specimens. (Some receiving Authorities might have marked these stamps with their own hand-stamp, but 
none have been seen so far).  The first printings to receive “Specimen” markings were the 1d stamps printed by 
the Government Printer in Pretoria from the plates supplied by Waterlow & Sons.  These were all on stamps with 
the abbreviated letters S.W.A. in capitals overprinted in black measuring 9.75mm long.  The lettering was 2mm 
high.  The S.W.A. overprint was positioned towards the bottom of the stamp.  The “Specimen” hand-stamp was 
applied in violet and measures approximately 14.25mm long with the lettering 2mm high.  No further “Specimens” 
are known to have been applied to the 1d Pictorial overprinted for use in South West Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Waterlow Typograph Printings with the South West Africa overprint sideways 
 

1st Overprint 
As mentioned earlier, these stamps became available on 1st January 1926 in the Union of South Africa.  They 
were also placed on sale at the High Commisioners Office in London on the 2nd of January 1926.  The stamps 
were printed by Waterlow & Sons of London using the Typograph process.  The overprinting of these stamps for 
use in South West Africa was done by the Government Printer in Pretoria and were made available at Post Of-
fices in South West Africa on the 1st January 1926 as well. 
 

The overprinting was done on the 240 stamp sheets with the basic colours in carmine and black on paper with the 
multiple Springbok head watermark. Mostly the watermark was upright but a few sheets are recorded with the wa-
termark inverted. 
 

The overprints in black, were done sideways on the stamps in two vertical lines.  The distance between the lines 
of overprint was approximately 11.5mm. 

Specimen overprint on possibly Pretoria 
Issue 1, for distribution to the U.P.U. 
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In his book “The Overprinted Stamps of South West Africa to 1930” by Natie Becker RDPSA, he mentions on 
page 160 that booklets were made up using the ½ d and 1d stamps of the Waterlow printings.  This is a well 
known fact, but he does not mention whether these booklets had the South West Africa overprint on the panes.  
The writer does not see the relevance of mentioning these booklets if they were not overprinted.  To date no over-
printed booklet panes have been seen.  All sources have been checked and no trace of any record can be found 
that booklets overprinted for use in South West Africa exist.  Bearing in mind that the first booklets were made up 
in London and the overprinting woulds have had to be done before the panes were guillotined from the main 
sheets.  As there is no doubt that the overprinting was done by the Government Printer in Pretoria, this rules out 
any booklets from this printing bearing overprints. 
 

Varieties 
 

1.        Inverted watermark on sheets with English on English and Afrikaans on Afrikaans 
2.       The dot over “i” in Afrika is missing.  This appeared on stamp 2 row 19 on the 1d overprints. (according to 
          Becker)  My example shown below is from stamp 5 row 19. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The English overprint was on the English stamp and the Afri-
kaans overprint on the Afrikaans stamp. 
A total of 11000 sheets of 240 stamps were overprinted. 

1st Overprint setting on the Waterlow printing. 
 
Note the weak overprint in some lines. 

Waterlow printing with the missing dot 
over “i” on stamp 5 row 19 
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Waterlow printing with transposed overprints 
 

2nd Overprint (On Waterlow sheets) 
In 1927 a new forme had to be made up to overprint further supplies of the 1d Ship for use in South West Africa.  
The type setter erroneously started with the Afrikaans overprint first, causing a transposition of the language over-
print. (the first stamp on the sheet was inscribed in English on the Waterlow Typograph printings).  This was only 
discovered after a large number of sheets had been overprinted and it was decided to leave the overprints as they 
were.  The overprinting was done on sheets of the Waterlow printed stamps and  when these sheets ran out, the 
overprinting was continued on sheets from the first printing done by the Government Printer in Pretoria from the 
plates supplied by Waterlow & Sons. (Pretoria Issue 1)  These sheets have the same transposed overprints and 
can be distinguished from the Waterlow sheets, firstly by the slightly different colour and secondly by the way the 
sheets were perforated.  The London printings had the left margin imperforate and the right margin perforated 
through and the Pretoria printed sheets had the left margin perforated through and the right margin imperforate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2nd Overprint (On Pretoria Issue 1 sheets) 
As described above the overprints also took place on the Pretoria printed 1d Ship on plates sent to Pretoria by 
Waterlow & Sons. 
The South African Colour Catalogue mentions that London and Pretoria sheets were overprinted with the South 
West Africa overprint sideways.  Natie Becker claims in his book that only the London (Waterlow) sheets were 
overprinted with this type of overprint.  Gibbons also make no mention of the Pretoria printings being overprinted 
in this way. 
The informative book by W. J. Quik also makes no mention of this overprint on Pretoria printed sheets. 
 

Varieties 
 

1.       Transcribed overprints on stamps with the watermark inverted. 
2.       The dot over “i”  of Africa/Afrika missing in a number of positions 
3.       Overprint shifted to the left or right 
4.       The stop after “a” in Africa on stamp 8 row 13 is completely missing or smaller 
 

2nd Overprint on Waterlow printed sheets 
Language settings transposed 

Overprints shifted to the left, almost into the margins on 
the Waterlow printed example below. 
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The Pretoria 1d Ship Typograph printings with the S.W.A. overprint 
 

3rd Overprint 
Issue 1 of the Pretoria 1d Ship Typograph printings were overprinted with the abbreviated S.W.A. overprint.  
These overprints were introduced after the authorities agreed that the two line overprint did not look neat and de-
cided that all future supplies of stamps for South West Africa should be printed with the initials S.W.A.  The  
S.W.A. overprint was applied to the stamps in black and measures 9.75mm long and the letters are 2mm high.  
These stamps were overprinted from type set supplied by the firm H.W. Caslon and Co. Ltd..  The overprint ap-
peared on numerous occasions with indistinct or missing letters.  This was probably due to the forme not being 
securely tightened during use.   
Issue 1 only had the overprints at the top of the stamp. 
Issue 2 was overprinted as well but appears to have the overprint at the bottom only.  No proving pieces from Is-
sue 2 with the overprint shifted to the top has been seen to date. These can mostly be recognised from the col-
ours and poorer print quality of the stamps if definite proving pieces are not available. 
Issue 3 had the overprint at the bottom.  Reported in the literature but not seen by the writer.  Only issue 3 issues 
seen have been in combination with an Official overprint. 
 

 
 

All the proving pieces of Issue 1 in the writers posses-
sion including quarter and half sheets all show the 
overprint at the top.  Becker does not specify which 
printings of the Pretoria Typograph issues were over-
printed with the S.W.A. overprint.  He just states that 
they appeared in various positions on the stamp.  
Quik states on page 70 that the first of these  
S.W.A. overprints were at the bottom of the stamp but 
does not specify which issue was used.  If the first 
sheets to appear with the S.W.A. overprint at the bot-
tom then these must have been overprinted on Issue 2 
sheets.  On page 72 Quik mentions that in 1930 re-
jected sheets with the overprint at the top from 1927 
were put into service.  He however does not provide 
any source where this information can be verified.  

The only plausible reason for the use of the sheets so old was that they were stocked in piles at the Controller of 
Stores and that the newer printed sheets were added to the top of the pile.  (Theory of the late Jack Hagger) 
If this was the case then some sheets from Issue 1 should have appeared with the overprint at the bottom.  None 
seen by the writer to date. 

2nd Overprint on Pretoria Issue 
1 printed sheets. 

Missing dot over “i” in Afrika. 
Position unknown 

Proving piece of Pretoria Issue 1 with overprint at the top.   
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Varieties 
 
1.       The most common constant variety in the S.W.A. overprints is undoubtedly the missing stop after “A”. 
          It is reported to be missing on all the Pretoria printings with the S.W.A. overprint. These appear on two 
          known positions on the sheet.  The first is on an English stamp in row 1 stamp 7.  The second is on an  
          Afrikaans stamp which is in row 4 stamp 13 according to Becker and row 13 stamp 4 according to Gibbons.  
          The writer has not been able to determine which is the correct position.  If any readers have any proving 
          pieces showing this missing stop on these issues, would they be so kind as to send me a scan. 
2.       Issue 1-3 with inverted watermark  (not proven that these do exist in all issues-only theoretically possible) 
3.       Issue 2 with the overprint shifted downwards, leaving the top row of stamps with out an overprint.  (only one 
          sheet known) 
4.       Issue 2 with the overprint at the top but dramatically shifted to the right. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proving pieces of Issue 2 with the S.W.A. overprint at the bottom. 

Missing stop after A 

Overprint shifted down 
resulting in the top row 

with out an overprint 

Overprints shifted into the 
perforations 
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The Unhyphenated 1d Rotogravure printings with the S.W.A. overprint 
 
The unhyphenated Rotogravure printings, of the 1d Ship stamps, commenced in 1930 after the successful instal-
lation and commissioning of the newly acquired Goebels rotary printing press.  The 1d unhyphenated issue with 
the S.W.A overprint appeared towards the end of 1930.  The overprint is normally at the bottom of the stamp.  As 
far as can be ascertained, the overprints appeared on Issue 1 with the B control opposite the English stamp 
(without the broken mast) and Issue 4a with the with shades of dark carmine to the maroon printing. 
These are the only proving pieces the writer has and they appear to be difficult to find. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Varieties 
 
1.       Stamps with the overprint at the top. (according to Becker-none seen by the writer) 
2.       Overprint shifted downwards across the horizontal perforations. 
3.       Stamp with a double overprint, one inverted (bottom corner block of four seen). 
4.       Overprint shifted to the right (part sheet only, the balance on the sheet are normal) 
 
The writer is not claiming this to be the definitive listing of these issues.  If any reader has further proving pieces 
that can add to this, then an update to this listing can be made.  None of the available literature on the subject is 
complete and in most cases rather sketchy. I have also trawled through back issues of the South African Philate-
list and The Springbok with out finding much.  If I have missed anything please let me know. 
If any reader can add to the above, please get in touch.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Articles needed! 
 

If I do not want to publish too many articles generated by myself as this would give the journal the ap-
pearance of a personal research vehicle to publish my articles.  I therefore need more from the members! 
 
If I do not get articles, then you will continue to see articles on the Penny Ship issues, so please put pen 
to paper. 
                                                                                                                                              Your Editor 

B control from Issue 1. 
B opposite English stamp with out the 

 broken mast 

Infallible control piece from Issue 4a 
Faint arrow at the bottom and a ghost arrow 

halfway up the stamp.  This only appeared on 
sheets from Issue 4a 
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SPOT A WINNING DEALER! 
...IN JUST TWO QUICK STEPS 

1.  Identify PAUL VAN ZEYL t/a RAND STAMP AUCTIONS in this picture 

              2.  Contact him to discuss how we can help each other, to get a “win-win”  
      (auction or direct sale) result at: 

             e-mail: paulvz@mweb.co.za; Tel +27 (0)12 329 2464; Fax +27 (0)12 329 3157 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For the Elusive and Unusual in  
Southern African Philately 

 

contact 
 

John-Peter Wharton-Hood 
 

1 Collins Street 
Windsor Glen  

Randburg 
2194 South Africa 

Tel:      +27 (0)11 478 2457 
Fax:     +27 (0)11 478 2458 
e-mail: johnpwh@iafrica.com 
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South African Army Post Offices in Abyssinia and Italian Somaliland 
1940-41. 

 

By Jim Findlay and Rory Ryan 
 

Part 1 
 
1. Brief History of the Campaign 
 

On 30 May, 1940, the Union of South Africa declared war on Italy. From September 1939, the South African De-
fence Force had been preparing for a motorized move up the ‘Great North Road’ and the possibility of engaging 
the Italians in East Africa. A motorized brigade group was thus in readiness, to assist in the defence of the North-
ern Frontier District, a vast and wild semi-desert. Under the command of Major General E Brink, soldiers of I SA 
Division embarked from Durban to Mombasa in July 1940. East Africa HQ expected first the Italian Air Force, and 
then their motorized columns, to move through the NFD and straight into Nairobi. The successful assembly of an 
extensive South African motorized military force in Kenya during 1940, with equally extensive logistical supply 
systems, was the principal factor in the swiftness of the advance by the SA forces, into Abyssinia and Italian 
Somaliland. The many movements of the brigade headquarters in Kenya prior to the advance into enemy territory 
were to exercise and test the various systems (including the Army Postal Services) to ensure that once the ad-
vance started, the logistic and communication systems functioned efficiently.  
The anticipated Italian invasion of Kenya did not happen. Nevertheless, all attention was on the NFD and its wells, 
the lifeblood of the region. The wells at Wajir were some of the most crucial: “The wells were just wide enough to 
take a four-gallon tin on a rope. They went twisting down about thirty feet. I was told they were hacked in the lime-
stone by suspending little boy slaves by the heels until they passed out” (Brown, 1990: 71).    
Towards the end of 1940, there was intense discussion over the best route into Italian East Africa. General Jan 
Smuts (Commander-in-Chief, SA Forces) was in favour of an advance via the ports of Kismayu and Mogadishu, 
whereas General Sir Archibald Wavell (Commander-in-Chief, Middle East and East Africa) regarded this as logis-
tically problematic, and preferred an attack on the Italian outposts in southern Abyssinia and south-western Soma-
liland, although this would have to occur between the ‘Short Rains’ and the ‘Long Rains’, between December and 
March, after which the deserts would become impassable swamps. 
Thus followed the ‘war of the outposts’ (Map 1), beginning with the attack on El Wak (Italian Somaliland) on 16 
December 1940, led by Brigadier Dan Pienaar (a crucial first Allied victory, because the Italians could no longer 
use El Wak as a launching pad for an invasion of Kenya through the NFD), followed by attacks on the water holes 
of southern Abyssinia, at El Yibo (16 January 1941), El Gumu (1 February), Hobok (2 February), and the fort on a 
high mountain plateau at Mega (16-18 February), which dominated the Italian defences of southern Abyssinia. 
This ended the first phase of the campaign. 
 
 

Map 1: The Kenya border areas with Abyssinia and Italian Somaliland. 
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Attention now turned to the ports of Somaliland (Map 2). The Juba River, which rose in Abyssinia and whose 
mouth was at Fortress Jumbo, near the village of Gobwen, was a natural defensive line. The Duke of Aosta 
(Commander-in-Chief, Italian East Africa) instructed General de Simone to hold the Juba line, to abandon the port 
of Kismayu and to withdraw to Fort Jumbo. Afmadu fell to the King’s African Rifles on 11 February, Kismayu was 
entered on 14 February, Gelib on 22 February, and Brava on 24 February. On the evening of 25 February, the Ni-
gerian Brigade entered the undefended port of Mogadishu, where numerous stores (including precious fuel) were 
captured. This ended the second phase of the campaign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The third phase of the campaign involved ‘turning left’ at Mogadishu (Map 3) up the excellent Strada Imperiale, 
constructed by the Italians to link Addis Ababa with Mogadishu. The ‘Movement of H.Q 11 (A) Division February – 
April 1941’ (illustrated below) indicates the rapidity of the advance through Somaliland and into Addis Ababa in 
less than three months: from Afmadu in the south to Mogadishu in three weeks, a distance of 322 miles (515 km); 
from Mogadishu to Giggiga in 17 days, a distance of 666 miles (1066 km) (at an average of 39 miles a day), and 
from Giggiga to Addis Ababa in 10 days, a distance of 389 miles (622 km) (at an average of 38 miles a day). Ha-
rar was entered by the Royal Natal Carbineers on 27 March, Dire Dawa fell to 1 Transvaal Scottish on 29 March, 
and on 6 April, General Wetherill, accompanied by Brigadier Dan Pienaar (1 SA Brigade) and Brigadier Fowkes 
(22 EA Brigade) entered Addis Ababa. In total, the 11 African Division had moved 1725 miles (2760 km) in 53 
days, having taken ten thousand Italian and eleven thousand Askari prisoners of war. While this was by no means 
the end of the campaign in Abyssinia, the mobile South African APOs did not extend beyond Addis Ababa, as 
they were replaced by the East African APOs using their series of date stamps.  

Map 2: The coastal areas of Italian Somaliland. 

Map 3: Central Abyssinia and coastal areas. 
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2.       Army Postal Services 
 

The South African Army Postal Services was responsible for opening a number of Army Post Offices (APOs) in 
Kenya to cater for the South African forces in 1940. This postal service was amalgamated with the East African 
Army Postal Service on 12 October 1940, which resulted in a change in APO numbering. However, those SA 
APOs attached to SA formations were not immediately affected by this reorganisation (see Mullins, 2004). Three 
SA APOs were allocated to brigade HQs, namely, APO 3 allocated to 1 SA Infantry Brigade, APO 7 allocated to 2 
SA Infantry Brigade, and APO 17 to 5 SA Infantry Brigade. The movements of the Brigade Headquarters recorded 
below are those of the Rear Headquarters (B Echelon) where the administration and logistics units, including the 
APO unit, functioned in support of F and A Echelons during the military operations. The Brigade Tactical HQ (A 
Echelon) was close to the battle-front and the combat units (F Echelon). The Brigade Tactical HQ did not have a 
permanent postal unit but possibly a postal clerk to distribute mail in A and F Echelon areas.  
 

All formations and units in the Union Defence Force were required to keep a “War Diary”, the daily record of 
events that took place within that unit’s organisation. The War Diaries provide an accurate location of each APO 
attached to a division or brigade on any date. Of course, F and A Echelons were often many miles ahead of Bri-
gade HQ during the rapid advance into Italian Somaliland and Abyssinia: in some instances the headquarters 
would move for two or three days non-stop with little opportunity of completing administration tasks such as proc-
essing mail. At other times the formation would move from 04h00 in the early morning and establish the next base 
that night. On other occasions a move would be complete within six hours and thus allow plenty of opportunity for 
mail to be processed the same day. The time spent in one location could range from a brief overnight stop to one 
or many weeks. Thus, it is not possible to be completely accurate as to the exact place and date that an item was 
posted.  
 
3.       South African Censor Marks 
Daynes (1984) identifies three types of widely used South African censor marks during World War 2. These are  
(i) Type SA 100 – a rectangle 43 x 22mm, PASSED BY CENSOR / M.F.F. No.  

XXX U.D.F. / GOEDGEKEUR DEUR SENSOR (3 lines);  
(ii) Type SA 101 – a rectangle 42 x 24mm, PASSED BY CENSOR / M.F.F.  

No. XXX U.D.F. / GOEDGEKEUR DEUR / SENSOR (4 lines); and  
(iii) Type SA 102 – diamond PASSED BY UNIT CENSOR (bilingual). 
(MFF = Mobile Field Force; UDF = Union Defence Force). 
 

Other censor marks used appear to have been made by individual units or privately made, e.g. SA Hospital Ship 
No. 1, Air Force Station Port Elizabeth, single line ‘Censored’, etc. 
 

Types (i), (ii) and (iii) are numbered and appear to have been allocated to formations and specific units. By re-
viewing a large number of censored covers it has been possible to identify some the units that used these specific 
numbered censored marks either by identifying the sender or the sender including his/her unit and address in the 
letter enclosed. This often assists with the identification of the location of the APO concerned. An unpublished list 
of censor numbers has been compiled by the authors and the unit identification has been included where reliable 
information is available. Type SA 102 appears to have been used only within South Africa. 
 

Examples of SA numbered censor marks used in the East African campaign are: 
          1 SA Infantry Division – Type 100, No.  5, 74. 

1 SA Infantry Brigade – Type 100, No. 12, 28, 29, 31. 
       Royal Natal Carbineers – Type 100, No. 16. 
       Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Rifles – Type 100, No. 17. 
       1 Transvaal Scottish – Type 100, No. 18. 
2 SA Infantry Brigade – Type 100, Nos. 46, 118, 121, 124. 
       Natal Mounted Rifles – Type 100, No. 119. 
5 SA Infantry Brigade – Type 100, Nos. 35, 42; Type 101 No. 320. 

 
4.       The South African APOs in Italian Somaliland and Abyssinia 
Harvey-Pirie (1953) records six different SA APO postmarks and allocates Types A to F with some minor varia-
tions (illustrated on the next page).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
¹ Brigade movement dates and places are recorded from the War Diaries in the archives at the South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF) Military Documentation Centre, Pretoria. 
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Fig. 1: Types of SA Army Post Office postmarks. 

His explanation of the different types is as follows: 
The majority of the postmarks are of the types figured as “A” or “B”. In these it will be seen that the top 
lettering (A.P.O.—U—A.P.K) begins and ends below the level of the date. The size of “A” is 25-26mm. 
and of “B” 28-30mm. There are slight differences in the size of the letters but in the main they did not ap-
pear to be sufficiently significant to describe them as distinct types. One small group, however, from the 
size of the lettering did seem to warrant a separate classification, and it is figured as type “C”.  
In the type figured as “D” the top lettering commences and ends opposite the date line.  In several in-
stances there is a variety of this (not illustrated); the top lettering begins and ends a little higher than in 
the type figured, about the middle of the date line, and the lettering is of the size shown in the next type, 
“E”. This variety is listed as “Da”. In type “E” the top lettering begins and ends above the level of the date 
line.  
Type “F” may definitely be called an error. It was made, possible in a rush, for the P.O. that went with the 
Union troops in the Madagascar campaign. It was replaced after a few weeks by one of standard type. 
Curiously enough, a minor error occurs in the type “E” issued to this office later on – the stop which 
should be after the “M” is in front of it. The only other error reported, probably only a temporary one, is a 
very clear mark of date 21—X—40 with no “K” and no number.  
(Harvey-Pirie 1953:10) 
 

The only types found in the campaign in Italian Somaliland and Abyssinia are Type A (APO 2, 3) and Type B 
(APO 7, 10, 13, 17, 19, 21, 22 and 24). In Types A and B the lettering starts and ends below the date line.  
 

APO 2 
APO 2 was assigned to Nairobi, and Proud records its use there from 4 June 1940 to 3 February 1941. What was 
the location of APO 2 from February to June 1941? Proud offers the following speculations: 
 

An unexplained, but possible significant entry in Military records [is] the opening on 1st March of S.A.A.P.O. 5 at 
Force H.Q., Nairobi. This would seem quite superfluous if S.A.A.P.O. were still there. We are led to infer (by nega-
tive evidence) that though an S.A. division took it’s A.P.O. (13) forward with it, and each brigade had its own A.P.
O. (3, 7 or 17), the Advance H.Q had none. Gen. Cunningham is recorded as having spent the whole of the cam-
paign with Advance H.Q., returning only once for the day to Nairobi. Since L. of C. A.P.O. (19 and 21 respectively) 
were not set up at Kismayu and Mogadishu until 5 and 8 March, it would be surprising if the H.Q had no communi-
cation link (though of course it may have had only a signals communication flight and dispatch riders).  If we add 
that the only recorded personal cover from Cunningham himself – on 22 March – is cancelled S.A.A.P.O. 2, and 
that the majority of the remaining covers shown so cancelled in this period were either captured Italian envelopes 
or liberated Italian colonial postal stationery, the circumstantial evidence suggests that S.A.A.P.O. 2 may repre-
sent Advance H.Q. at least until April and possibly till June. As a hypothesis, let is say it needs disproving. (Proud, 
1989: 124) 
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The postcard below (Fig. 2) is an Italian picture postcard of the ‘Arco di Trionfi a Vittorio Emanuele III’ in Moga-
dishu. The writer says: “This town is full of arches etc, all in honour of someone or other” indicating that the card 
was written in Mogadishu. The APO 2 date stamp is 30 April 1941. Was APO 2 in Mogadishu at this time?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cover on the next page (Fig. 3), taken in Addis Ababa, bears the EA censor 640, associated with Addis 
Ababa, and the APO 2 date stamp of 9 June 1941. The question is: Did this item receive the APO 2 date stamp in 
Addis Ababa, or in Nairobi?  
 

Fig. 2: Postcard written in Mogadishu and posted at APO 2. 

Fig 2a: The illustration of the postcard above (Fig. 2). 
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Fig. 3: A postcard with EA Forces censor mark used in Addis Ababa and posted at APO 2, Nairobi. 

Fig. 4: APO 2, 6 March 1941, SA censor (type SA 101) No. 306 (used by 41 Squadron, SAAF). 

APO 3 
APO 3 was assigned to 1 South African Infantry Brigade, comprising the following units: 
10th Brigade Signals Company, SACS           1 Royal Natal Carbineers 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Own Rifles                     1 Transvaal Scottish 
3rd SA Armoured Car Company                      2nd Anti Tank Battery, SAA 
10th Field Ambulance, SAMC                         2nd Brigade “Q” Services Coy. 
 
A.P.O. 3 opened at Gilgil, Kenya, on 17 June 1940 and is recorded as advancing with 1 SA Brigade until 17 Sep-
tember 1940. It opened in Addis Ababa, Abyssinia, on 5 April 1941 and closed on 12 June 1941 (North, 1970).  
 
Table 1 provides details of 1 South African Infantry Brigade Rear Headquarters and APO 3 movements in Italian 
Somaliland and Abyssinia, December 1940 – June 1941. The ERD (Earliest Recorded Date) and LRD (Last Re-
corded Date) of the opening of APO 3 at the various locations are taken from Proud 1989:125)  
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Date Movement to: ERD LRD 

24 Jul 1940 arrive in Mombasa, Kenya 17.6.40  

25 Jul Gilgil  27.9.40 

20 Sept Isiolo; to Arbo   

28 Sept Habaswein 6.11.40 7.12.40 

1 Dec Arbo   

[16 Dec] raid on El Wak, Italian Somaliland   

30 Dec Wajir / Arbo area 16.12.40 27.1.41 

26 Jan 1941 Buna; to Dobel   

27 Jan Dobel   

1 Feb Arbo   

6 Feb Gurati   

8 Feb Digh Merer,  Italian Somaliland   

10 Feb Winti   

14 Feb Gobwen 14.2.41  

25 Feb Jelib (Gelib) / Modun   

28 Feb Brava 3.3.41  

14 Mar Afgoi   

15 Mar Bulo Burti   

17 Mar Belet Uen   

18 Mar Gabredarre, Abyssinia   

20 Mar Sassabanah; to Daggabur   

21 Mar Jijigga   

25 Mar Point JYU 4715   

27 Mar  Dire Dawa / Miesso 29.3.41  

1 Apr  Gota – Afdam area   

5 Apr Addis Ababa  5.5.41  

28 Apr Combolcia 20.4.41  

30 Apr Dessie 23.4.41 25.4.41 

28 May Gura, Eritrea   

2 Jun Massawa; some units sail to Suez   

Table 1 

APO 3 Movements 
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Fig. 5: Registered mail, 22 November 1940, from Habaswein, Kenya, prior to the raid on 
El Wak. SA censor (type SA 100) No. 16 (used by Royal Natal Carbineers). 

Fig. 6: Mail posted on 14 December 1940, two days prior to the raid on El Wak, Italian 
Somaliland. SA censor (type SA 101) No. 325. 

Fig. 7: Mail posted on 9 January 1941, Wajir/Arbo area, close to the border of Italian 
Somaliland. SA censor (type SA 100) No. 16. 
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Articles needed 
 

The basket of articles is now empty.  The next issue will be very thin if members do not put pen to paper 
and write a few short articles, items of interest etc.   

 
We are also planning a publication to coincide with our Exhibition in 2010 and need some articles on the 
history of the Society, background to the history of the Union of South Africa, the printing of its stamps 

etc.   
Proposals and volunteers sought!!! 

 

Fig. 8: Mail posted on 4 February 1941, Gurati (Kenya) area, four days prior to occupa-
tion of Digh Merer. SA censor (type SA 100) No. 23 (used by 1 SA Infantry Brigade,  

possibly the SA Engineer Corps). 

Fig. 9: Mail posted on 5 March 1941, Brava, Italian Somaliland. SA censor (type SA 100) 
No. 29 (used by 1 SA Infantry Brigade). 

To be continued……... 
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Further Information on the Caslon Intrusions 
 

The following information was received from Mike Tonking who can always be relied on for a bit of background 
information on a particular subject.  This was in response to my short article on Caslon in the last issue of The 
Springbok (Vol 56/4 page 106).  This also prompted a response from Bob Hisey in the USA. (see page 8 of this 
issue).  I find it good when members challenge the Editor!  It makes the job worthwhile.  It also makes one reread 
the available literature which inevitably gives one a better understanding of the subject.  Thanks to those who 
read and respond to some articles.  Ed. 
 
Mike Tonking 
Your article on Caslon Typeface which appeared in the Oct/Dec 2009 Springbok prompted me to revisit the exam-
ples of Caslon intrusions on Union stamps overprinted for use in South West Africa which I have in my collection.  
H.W. Caslon and Co. Ltd., supplied both lettering and space slugs to the Union Printing Works in Pretoria which 
were used for overprinting both Union and stamps overprinted for use in South West Africa. The spacing slugs 
were lower than the overprint lettering and had the typemaker's name 'Caslon' in very small type or letters or fig-
ures and in some cases were just plain blanks. When making up the overprinting forme using the lettering and 
spacing slugs it was important to ensure the form was tight in order to prevent any movement during the printing 
process. In rare cases the forme was not sufficiently tight thus allowing the spacing slugs to move and in some 
cases make contact with the printing rollers which then printed a mirror image of whatever was on the slug in ad-
dition to the overprint lettering.  
This was first noticed by L. Simenhoff and reported in the SAP of February 193. It occurred on Row 19/11 of the 
1926 6d. London Pictorial overprinted for use in SWA SG 46. A second example was recorded in the SAP of 
March 1935 where it occurred on the 1d. London Pictorial again overprinted for use in SWA SG 47. In this case it 
is found on rows 18/11,19/10 and in the right margin over rows 11 and 12. An example is also known on the  
Union 1d. Official Set 6 number 021.  
There are probably more examples than I have quoted and it would be of interest if any of our members have 
noted them.  
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Our thanks to Mike for these illustrations from his collection.  Truly exceptional items and part of the stamp print-
ing history of the Union. 
 
If any other members have any examples, please let the editor know. 
 

 
Auction of Fred Clark’s Material 

 

The sale of Fred’s postal history collection took place on 28th January at Cavendish Auctions in Derby. With 
thanks to Cavendish, we were able to received catalogue information with the last edition of the “Springbok”. It 
was a successful sale with some airmail and other items achieving well over estimate with some others going at 
bargain prices. The room was full with over eighty people present. An exciting sale with adrenaline flowing. Eight 
of our members attended the sale and others sent in bids to ensure that action was vigourous. Some duplicates 
may well appear at the next Leamington auction, in November. 
Fred’s stamp collection sale, at Harmers in the Spring, may surpass the postal history auction, with many interest-
ing items included to an estimate of over £52,000 for 22 items. Darmstadt trials, Harrison essays, desirable single 
items, an extensive collection of the Silver Jubilee stamps and a selection of Christmas & Easter seals are 
amongst lots which will be offered, probably in April 2009. Harmers have been asked to supply sufficient cata-
logues to enable all of our members to receive one. If you have not received a catalogue by the end of March 
please contact Harmers on telephone no.: 0208 747 6100, e-mail: auctions@harmers.demon.co.uk or view on: 
www.harmers.com  

                                                                                                                                                          Chris Oliver      
 
 
 
 

Fred Clark’s material at Harmers 
 

The advert on page 30 mentions that the material will be sold in March.  My latest information however indicates 
that this will now only take place in April.  We will keep the members informed. 
                                                                                                                                                         Eddie Bridges 
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