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Founded 1947  

Joint Southern Africa Societies Conference. 

8th to 10th November 2013, Falstaff Hotel, Leamington Spa. 

   I cordially invite all members to the Joint Conference, held at our usual venue in Leamington Spa.  This 

year promises to be another great event and I am pleased to be able to say that so far we have a good range 

of displays lined up for the Saturday.  The Orange Free State Study Circle will be celebrating their 60th 

Anniversary at conference and Bob Allison & Richard Stroud will take one of the Saturday slots.  There 

will also be displays of Natal postmarks by Mike Berry, Cape of Good Hope 1810-1917 by Bob Hill, 

South Africa Coil Stamps by Tony Howgrave-Graham, Rhodesian Admirals (itôs the 100th Anniversary of 

their issue) by Colin Hoffman and Derek Lambert.  One other slot will be taken by a South Africa display, 

though at the time I write this, what will be shown is unconfirmed. 

   Sunday is reserved for attendees to show anything they have brought along.  The auction will follow on 

Sunday afternoon.  The hotel prices are the same as last year, so £60 for dinner, bed & breakfast for a sin-

gle, £90 for a double if there are two of you.  Leamington Spa is a pretty town, close to the M40, hence 

easily accessible from both north and south.  There is also a train station in the town, and for the more dis-

tant traveller, fairly close to Birmingham airport too. 

   If you have not attended before, then why not come along this year?  You donôt have to stay over, just 

come for the day.  Every year, as I look (usually across the bar) at who is there, the same thought always 

strikes me, it is a whole bunch of friends meeting up again, rather than it being an overly serious philatelic 

get-together.  Any newcomer is always made to feel most welcome.  You donôt have to be a serious or 

knowledgeable philatelist, many of us are enthusiasts who just happen to love stamps. 

Simon Peetoom 

Membership News from Chris Oliver  

Welcome to new members : 

1169  Norman Price,  South Africa 

1170  Ron Winter,  Oxfordshire 

1171  Ian Frith,  Cheshire 

1172 Moody Tidwell,  USA 

1173 Dr Tim Harrison,  High Wycombe 

1174 Jeffery Beasley,  Northampton 

1175 Patrick Koppel,  Tennessee 

We are sad to announce the passing of Jack Newman No. 471 whose 

funeral I attended. Obituary by Tony Howgrave-Graham in the 

Springbok 

Editorial  

I have tried to put as much varied content in as I can in this my sec-

ond issue and will endeavour to do the same in future issues, however 

this canôt happen unless members submit material to me for publica-

tion. 

I do have some material for the next issue but need more. The latest 

date for submitting material for the last issue of the year is the third 

week of November, in order for me to complete it and send it to the 

printers. 

The last issue was my first and there were a number of errors with 

font sizing and some layout. I have listened to members and kept the 

font size at 11 and tried not to cramp articles. If anyone has any con-

structive criticism on this issue that would help to improve it, please 

let me.  
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 South African Collectorsô Society Meeting at Letchworth on 20th April 2013. 

By Chris Oliver  

The meeting convened at 2.00pm, with four members and seven guests present, above Postal Pursuits stamp 

shop in Letchworth Garden City, by kind permission of the proprietor Thomas Humfrey. Although the 

meeting had been scheduled to start at 1.30pm we decided to wait for other members to arrive and occupied 

ourselves by examining Thomasôs stock. Peter Grimley and Mike Berry had sent their apologies for non-

attendance. David Page & Tony Johnson also 

attended. 

 Chris Oliver started the display with 

some material relating to the 1987 / 88 floods 

in Natal and later nationally in South Africa. 

A 10c. Surcharge had been added to a num-

ber of stamps, during this period, to aid the 

fund for flood relief. 

 Bob Hillôs first display was, again in 

his words, a pot-pourre of covers with inter-

esting markings, used from pre-Union times 

until the Republic of S.A. came into being. 

These included several pre-adhesive CGH 

covers, shipping postmaster cancels of Cape 

Town and Durban, Boer War covers re dis-

turbance of mail as a result of the war. CGH 

"Walvis Bay" covers, and covers and corre-

spondence from a former secretary of this society, W.A.Page, attempting to get cancellations from the Post-

master at Durban. 

 Bobôs support for this meeting was appreciated as he had invited members of the local society to at-

tend and had also provided sandwiches for our sustenance. These were consumed at this juncture. 

 We were then treated to two more of Bobôs displays. The first had an aero-philatelic content: Air 

mail covers from the First Government Experimental service in 1925 to "All up Mail in 1936 (including 

Imperial Airways, "Rand" Shuttle Service, Madagascar Feeder Service, Union Airways and South West 

African Airways. The second was an intriguing, informative and interesting display of Postal Meter Marks 

of South Africa, showing its development. 

 The meeting was brought to a close at 4.00pm. with thanks to all who attended. We would hope to 

have another meeting at this venue in 2014 and trust that more members will attend. Is there a preferred 

time of year for a meeting in Letchworth?          

 Bob Hill displaying some of his covers 

ððððððððððOðððððððððð 

    

  I am undertaking a study of the 1929 airmail issue and contrary to Jack Haggers comments in the 1986 

issue of the Handbook - I tend to concur with Mr. Wyndham in his book "The Air posts of South Africa" 

that they are developing flaws rather than having existed from the beginning. I have studied 1000's of both 

value including the SWA overprints and in order for me to complete the study  I am seeking scans of V3 

"slight thickening of the bottom frame below the U of LUGPOS in the 4d and V1 in the 1/- being a break in 

the bottom frame under U of LUGPOS. Alternatively, if anyone is interested in disposing of either of these 

items - please make me an offer.  

Scans in high definition should be emailed to me at  brookebussell@sympatico.ca .  

A Request from Brooke Bussell 

Cover Packets 

Max Whitlock our Cover Packet Manager has informed me that he is about to start the Packets again. If 

anyone would like to receive the Packet or has any material for him, please contact him.   

215 High Street, Marske by the Sea, Cleveland. TS11 7LN or email: max.whitlock@ntlworld.com                 

Editor 

mailto:brookebussell@sympatico.ca
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Obituary ð Jack Newman 

   It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of our long standing member Jack Newman. He 

died suddenly on 29 June. I had only got to know him over the last few years through the Leamington auc-

tion, originally as a buyer where his bidding was robust and if he wanted something he usually got it! Last 

year I got to know him better as he decided to sell his collection because to his failing eyesight due to the 

misery of severe macular degeneration. Leamington auction buyers will have benefited from his generos-

ity. He was much more interested in passing his treasures to Society members than he was in how much he 

got for them. 

   Described as a "character" and a "gentleman" Jack left school at 16 to join the Royal Navy. He later 

bought his early discharge to get married and got a job with the marine and aero-engineering company 

Saunders-Roe on the Isle of Wight. Later he worked with GEC and then ASWE (the Admiralty Surface 

Weapons Establishment) where he worked on anti-missile defence systems for the Navy. 

   Given the chance of early retirement he grabbed it and divided his time between his beloved stamp col-

lection and his allotment. The stamp collection became very extensive covering the whole of Africa. He 

also had a very fine collection of GB. He had a deep understanding of his subject and an eye for detail so 

that his collection contained many exceptional items. When I first went to see him he tested my powers of 

observation with a marginal block of 4 unhyphenated 2d on a cover from Maseru, Basutoland, which he'd 

got cheap because of a deep horizontal crease. Luckily I passed the challenge as the crease was, in fact, a 

paper join! He had a lovely sense of humour.  

   He is survived by his wife, Viv, son Paul who lives in Australia and daughter, Zoe, who lives in Los An-

geles. His funeral was at the Portchester Crematorium on 16 July. 

                                                                                                 R.I.P.  Jack                Tony Howgrave-Graham 

J. Bloom Stamp Collection for sale through Spink 

  ñJackò Bloom was a Johannesburg collector of note who passed away in 1992. His collection of Union 

was of gold medal quality and has been with the family since he died. There are die proofs and colour trials 

of SG1, Kings Head colour trials, major errors and varieties. DLR archival material and much more all the 

way through to 1961. 

  Spink have informed us that they are hoping to schedule the sale for late October after the SA National 

THE POSTAGE RATES OF SOUTH AFRICA FROM 1910 a new publication by Denise Collie 

  Denise Collie from the Witwatersrand Philatelic Society e-mail donsden3@gmail.com and a member of 

this Study Group since 1985 has ñcompletedò her research on the postage rates of South Africa from 1910 

up to 2013. 

  She has covered nearly 50 categories, including the rates applicable to the following and more: Advice of 

Delivery, Aerogrammes, Airgraphs, Airmail, Booklets, Books & Samples, Bulk Postage, COD Postage, 

Customs Duty,  Express Delivery, Fast Mail, Framas, Insured Mail, Late Fees, Letters, Newspapers, Ocean 

Letters, Official Mail, Parcels, Pigeon Post, Postage Due, Postal Stationery, Postcards, Printed Papers, Pri-

ority Mail, Rail Letters, Registration, Telegram rates. 

  It is available on the website of the Federation but a hardcopy printout running to between 50 and 60 

pages could be made available on a cost plus postage basis. 

To access the databases: 

Go to www.philatelysa.co.za 

Click on ñPublications and Eventsò 

Click on ñDownloadsò 

Click on ñPostage Ratesò as required 

You can ñOpenò or ñSaveò the file. 

RSA Stamp Study Group 

mailto:donsden3@gmail.com
http://www.philatelysa.co.za


RSAðMaritime Industry Training Board Levy Stamps  

By Giovanni Palazzo 

    The R2.00 MIBT stamp was a device used by the Clearing & Forwarding Industry to fund education and 

training. With the assistance of the Department of Customs & Excise it became compulsory to place the 

R2.00 MITB stamp on every Bill of Entry. The Stamp was sold by or on behalf of the Maritime Industry 

Training Board and the amount collected went into a fund that was used specifically to fund in whole or in 

part the cost of courses that were of benefit to employees in the industry, upon the successful completion of 

such course. 

   It was a good scheme as it was relatively simple and easy to run. Many companies made use of it as a 

means of up-grading the skill of their staff. Unfortunately with the introduction of the Skills Development 

Act and the Skills Levies Act, the use of this device came to an end. Needless to say the new scheme put in 

place has so far not secured the enthusiastic participation that the Government had envisaged. 

   The Stamp (Fig. 1) was printed on unwatermarked coated paper and perforated 14. 

This value was used only on the originals of Bills of Entry. Customs retained the docu-

ments and therefore this modern levy stamp, issued possibly in 1994, is uncommon. 

   Interestingly enough in the 1960ôs the Industrial Council for the Building Industry 

used a very similar system and stamps were issued to collect money for Training Funds. 

Fig.2 shows two stamps issued in 1967 by the Industrial Council for the Building In-

dustry from Western Province. The 40c value issued in 1963 by the ICBT from Kim-

berley was instead designed only to collect holiday funds. All these values besides not                                         

been recorded yet, are perforated 11 and printed on unwatermarked paper. 

  

Fig.1            

Fig.2           

 Fig.3    
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Ongoing Search for War Issues designerðThe Springbok Vol. 61/1  By Peter Pannell 

In the January 2013 Springbok  (61:1) I reported on a pair of signed blocks  of the Large War Issues. The 

signature was said to be that of the designer, hitherto unknown. Soon after, I was contacted by Bas Payne 

who thought that the signatures were ñHume Hendersonò. I agreed but could find no further information. 

Bas and his wife however, did some sterling research and found an Edith Helen Hume Henderson who 

lived in Essex at the right time and who was an artist, in fact a book illustrator. They also tracked down a 

copy of her signature in a 1946 marriage register. The signatures were fairly similar but the handwriting 

experts at our Forensic Science Centre agreed that while the two signatures on the stamps were by the same 

person, the one from the Marriage Register was not. If this was not enough there is nothing to connect her 

to South Africa. Bas even tracked down a nephew who thought that, had she done something like designing 

stamps, she would have talked about it. 

We are back to square one, the only advance being the correct name. We can only hope that a member In 

South Africa with contacts in the Government Printing Works can find out if any Hume Henderson was 

employed, or commissioned for designing, at that time. 

     ððððððððððððð O ððððððððððððð 
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Postal History and the use of stamps 

Some idle jottings 
By Nick Arrow  

 Why do we collect stamps?   What are we trying to achieve?   And, of course, will we ever get there? 

  These are simple questions. However, it is likely that only one is capable of being given an actual answer, 

namely the third, the answer being ñnoò, for the chances of completing oneôs collection to oneôs satisfaction 

are remote. But, putting that aside, why do we collect stamps, and what is it that we are aiming to do? 

I have no idea why I collect stamps. I know very well how I got started - when I was about 7 years old or 

so, I saw my Dad poring over his stamp collection. He was a genuine, general collector, who collected very 

much for the sake of collecting, steaming the stamps off letters from abroad, and occasionally sending off 

to SG for some ñapprovalsò. I just wanted to be like him, and that was it for me - hooked, or, rather, in-

fected with some sort of virus which still has me in its grip. However (as I readily acknowledge) this does 

not actually answer the question as to why I collect anything at all, and as to why I collect stamps in par-

ticular. 

  I suspect that once a collector, always a collector, and there have been times when I have collected Ciga-

rette Cards (now sold) and Cranberry Glass (now displayed but not being seriously sought), both of which 

have brought me pleasure. [I have also collected wives, but that is another story which has been far less 

fun!] 

  What am I trying to achieve?  The simple answer is to acquire a representative collection of South African 

stamps, unused, and to demonstrate the use of those stamps on cover. It is not difficult to obtain an example 

of all the stamps issued by SA, at least just by catalogue number, and even going into the individual stamps 

in some depth, with different issues and so on is not really a problem. It is the demonstration of the use of 

those stamps on cover which is the challenge. 

  Reduced to its simplest terms, a stamp is sold by the appropriate authority (the Post Office) to the man in 

the street, primarily for one use and one use only, to be used as prepayment for the carriage of a letter, by 

whatever means, from the user to the addressee of that letter (the commercial tendency of stamp issuing 

authorities to issue as many stamps as they think they can get away with solely to derive revenue from 

stamp collectors is to be deplored - perhaps it has produced the result of actually deterring stamp collecting 

because of the cheapening of the commodity on offer). It seems to me to be important in my collection to 

show the stamps properly arrayed on the pages of my albums, and then to go one stage further, by showing 

that they actually did have a genuine and commercial use. Thus the demonstration of that use is something 

which inevitably must be included in the albums. 

  But how best to do that?  In the simplest of terms, to get any old cover with a basic example of each of the 

196 stamps issued by the Union is by no means impossible - difficult perhaps in respect of some of the high 

values, but not impossible. But, without wishing in any way to belittle the efforts of any collector who sim-

ply sets out to achieve just that, I suspect that many of us would find the accumulation of such a collection 

to be only marginally more fascinating than the accumulation of the unused stamps. So we collectors will 

inevitably try to complicate the whole procedure. 

  And this is where the fun comes in!  Again, the self-imposed complications need not be in any way com-

plicated, and novices may be confident that there are numerous books, many of which are available in the 

Societyôs library, to assist in the basic research of any particular area of South African postal use, to help 

the collector to gain as much basic knowledge as he requires in order to write this collection. An offshoot is 

that, in addition, hopefully, the collectorôs imagination will be inspired towards some particular study and 

to feed his collecting instincts, thus improving not only his knowledge but also his collection. 

  My personal interests have developed in the area of Aerophilately, but this is just as much an area of 

Postal History as any other. It may be a lot simpler to achieve than in other areas of philately, but none the 

less satisfying, at any rate for me, even though much of the material which I collect came into existence 

purely for the sake of satisfying collectors and certainly not for the simple communication through letters in 

the post, which I suspect is the primary interest of true postal historians. 

  I would hope that other members who currently feel that they do not wish to dip their toes into the waters 

of collecting Postal History will at least give it a try - it is a fascinating subject which will give to anyone 

who becomes involved at the very least some knowledge of the system of communication through the post 

as well as a lot of insight as to the reasons behind the stamps being issued and how the mail was taken from 

one part of the world to another. 
                       Contô 
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To give an example, this cover will illustrate the use of the 1½d medium size mines stamp 

of the 4½d interim definitive stamp.   But this leaves unanswered several questions! 

The postage amounts to 1/9d.   Of this, the registration fee was 4d, leaving 1/5d for the postage. 

So why the extra 2d?   The cover was sent on the 4th January 1958 (when the airmail rate to England was 

1/3d per ½oz) and would appear to be entirely commercial as opposed to philatelic but   

I suspect that it was sent either to use of ñoldò stamps (as the Animals definitive stamps were then current) 

or for the benefit of the recipient receiving used stamps! 

      ððððððððððOððððððððððð 

 To go back to the original questions, in the reverse order, the last is the easiest to answer, and hopefully 

this article may challenge membersô imagination and maybe even give ideas as to how to extend oneôs 

collection.   The answer to the first question is as likely as not to be unanswerable! 

Some idle jottings continued 

SPOT A WINNING DEALER!  

...IN JUST TWO QUICK STEPS  

1.  Identify PAUL VAN ZEYL t/a RAND STAMP AUCTIONS in this picture 

  2.  Contact him to discuss how we can help each other, to get a ñwin-winò  

  (auction or direct sale) result at:  e-mail: paulvz@mweb.co.za; Tel +27 (0)12 329 2464; Fax +27 (0)12 329 3157 
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An Interesting and Unusual Cover 

By Nicholas Arrow 
 

  It is always interesting what one can pick up by mistake!   Trawling through eBay recently, I saw 

this cover.   It was on offer at $5, and I actually got it for $9.95 including P&P.   I reckoned that 

the stamps were worth comfortably more than that and it would be a nice addition to my general 

South Africa collection. 

  I was a bit uncertain as to the postmark - on the average eBay illustration, such detail is usually 

hard to make out anyway! - but it was clear that it was sent in 1937.   So, 3 pairs of the 2d unhy-

phenated stamp, of which one was a vertical pair - must be worth the $10 which was my limit.   

And of course 1/- was the correct rate for the Imperial Airways service to Europe from 1932 right 

through to 1939. 

It was also nota-

ble that the enve-

lope was German 

- the airmail had 

the etiquette 

printed with ñMit 

Luftpostò over 

the French and 

English words. 

However, when it 

arrived, the post-

mark could be 

interpreted - it 

actually reads 

ñGiulio Cesare / 

Piroscafo Postale 

Italianoò and the 

date was 

20.12.37. 

So - a German airmail envelope bearing South African stamps and an Italian postmark, apparently 

sent by an English National Airmail service and addressed to Germany.   Only missing was any 

arrival mark, unusual as the German post office was always very keen to slap postal markings on 

anything and everything, and the Berlin C2 Airmail mark was regularly applied to mail which 

went from, to or through Berlin Question, how on earth could an Italian postmark have become 

applied to South African stamps? 

  The first thought was that, somehow, the stamps had not been cancelled in South Africa, but had 

been cancelled afterwards in Italy, but what on earth had Julius Caesar (ñGiulio Cesareò) got to do 

with it? 

  The answer is in the word ñpiroscafoò which means ñsteamshipò, causing the scales to drop from 

the eyes.   The ñGiulio Cesareò was a ship, built by Swan Hunterôs in Newcastle and operated by 

the Navigazione Generale Italiana, later the Italian Line.   Commissioned in 1920, she made her 

maiden voyage in 1923, and was then used for cruising to South America.   However, she was re-

conditioned in 1933 and used for service between her homeport, Genoa, and South Africa.   So the 

mystery is unravelled. 

  Clearly the ship had its on board Post Office.   Someone must have decided to write a letter home 

to Berlin from the ship.   The sender could have used either Italian or South African stamps, both 

valid under UPU Regulations for the air fare - perhaps the sender had no Italian stamps available, 

so used South African stamps - if the passenger was a German (the style of handwriting is very 

typically Germanic) he might have had some German stamps, but these would not have been valid.   

So he prepared his letter and posted it on board with 1/- worth of South African stamps.    
Contô 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navigazione_Generale_Italiana

